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FOREWORD

"It has been my great privilege to work with A.A. Allen, not only as his wife but as laborers
together for God and from the beginning of his ministry."

"Throughout the years, I have found him remarkably a man of faith. I have witnessed miracles
accomplished by the power of God working through His believing servant, not only on behalf of
others who have come under his ministry, but in his own life and mine, as well as in the lives of
our children, all of whom have been committed to God's care for body and soul from birth."

"Early in our married life, God began to impress upon my mind the fact that the outstanding
ministers of church history, those who brought deliverance to the people of the time in which
they lived - Moody, Finey, Spurgeon, Wesley, Luther, Saint Paul, and the apostles, differed from
other men, not so much in their mental ability, education, personality, talents or human
advantages, as in their simple trust in God. They did not go about to found churches, to build for
themselves a great name, they simply read God's Word, and believed that He meant what He
said. They laid aside the elders traditions, which so frequently set at naught the Word of God,
and thought, taught, and acted upon the fact that God is true, and that every man who disagrees
with God is a liar. God guarantees in His Word to reward that kind of faith."

"A.A. Allen has from the time of his conversion, taken this attitude toward the Word of God. As a
result, his ministry has grown constantly. He believes that faith in God means believing God's
commands as well as His promises, and the remarkable manifestations of power which have
been seen in his meetings, are in direct proportion to his appropriating the power of God for
holy living. He does not claim to have a special gift, not to be a special favorite with God, but he
BELIEVES, and God is still true to His promise. "

Mark 16:17-18
"These signs shall follow them that believe; In my name they shall cast out devils...they shall lay
hands on the sick and they shall recover."

"Such faith as his inspires faith in all those who hear him. My own faith has been inspired and
encouraged through my relationship with him. It is my earnest prayer, that through the medium
of this book, many may be strengthened, and helped the have real faith in God."

"It has also been my privilege to collaborate in the writing of this book. I can say that everything
in this book is scriptural. The scriptural basis of every statement has been carefully examined,
and the promises quoted in this book have been tested by faith in the laboratory of our own lives
and ministry. We feel no hesitation in bringing to you the good news that Jesus absolutely
guarantees to heal you and keep you healed, if, and only if, you follow His instructions."
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LEXIE E. ALLEN, Wife and Co-worker of the Author.

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

James 5:15
"The prayer of faith shall save the sick and the Lord shall raise him up."

Mark 16:17-18
"These signs shall follow them that believe... they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall
recover."

Exodus 15:26
"I AM the Lord that healeth thee"

Gods Word should never be doubted, because God cannot lie. Whatever God has spoken He is
able to make good. Not only is God able to make it good, but Gods Word declares that He
SHALL make it good. 

Numbers 23:19
"God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said,
and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?"

God will turn this old world upside down and inside out before He will allow one of His
promises to fail. 

Any person deserves to be trusted until he has proven himself untrustworthy. Surely no one
could be more worthy of trust than God, who always keeps every promise. This all-powerful,
unchanging God has promised to heal ALL thy diseases. This is not hope-so, or think-so, or
maybe-so. It is a definite promise. It is the plain emphatic word of God.

Psalm 103:2,3
"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth ALL thine iniquities:
who healeth ALL thy diseases."

Whatever your sickness may be, it is one which God has promised to heal. God heals all manner
of diseases. If God has promised to forgive your sins, He has promised to heal your diseases, and
GOD CANNOT LIE.

Psalm 34:19
"Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of them ALL."

This is another glorious promise that comes from the lips of Him that sits in the heavens. Can
God break a covenant, or alter the thing that has gone out of Hips lips? NO! A million times NO!

Psalm 89:34
"My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that has gone out of my lips."
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God will never alter these promises to read, "Who healeth out of a FEW of his AFFLICTIONS."
God will do exactly what His promise has said. He will deliver out of ALL afflictions. He will
heal from EVERY sickness.

God has not changed. Yesterday, the Lord declared,

Exodus 15:26
"I am the Lord that healeth thee."

If the Lord healed His people yesterday, then He heals His people today.

Hebrews 13:8
"Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever."

Christ has never changed. We know what He will do tomorrow, by the things that He did
yesterday. The Christ that healed yesterday is the Christ that heals today.

When Jesus said, "These signs shall follow them that believe," did He mean what He said?
Absolutely! Positively! He meant EXACTLY what He said! His promise was,

Mark 16:17,18
"In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up
serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; THEY SHALL LAY HANDS
ON THE SICK AND THEY SHALL RECOVER." 

God has promised that when the BELIEVER lays hands upon you, you shall recover. Recover
from ALL your sickness, ALL your diseases! God means exactly what he says. Your shall
RECOVER. It shall be done! IT SHALL BE DONE!

Can God lie?

No!

Then , believe it. Receive it.

IT SHALL BE DONE.

Stand upon Gods promise. Memorize it. Quote it. Repeat it again and again to yourself, until it
LIVES to you - until your actually believe it. And when you believe it, you will RECEIVE it.

God says, "I will hasten my word to perform it." Jeremiah 1:12. God stand behind His Word with
all the power in heaven and earth. The God who spoke this world into existence, hung it upon
nothing, says that He will hasten to perform His Word. He will stand behind His promises with
all His mighty power. Nothing can prevent God keeping His promises, or standing behind the
word that He has spoken. This is literally a GUARANTEE from the lips of God! It is a guarantee
to heal YOUR of ALL YOUR DISEASES, all your sickness, all your afflictions.

No guarantee was ever backed by more power nor greater faithfulness.
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The promises are broad and free. They are for YOU if you will believe them, if you will accept
them, if you will act upon them.

But no guarantee can be enforced unless the terms of the guarantee have been met. Nothing is
ever guaranteed unless it is used according to directions - unless it is "taken as directed."

Again and again we have been thrilled by the sight of people being healed of all manner of
diseases, as they claimed these promises for their own. As we have humbly claimed Gods
promise to the believer, laying our hands upon the sick, painful and terrifying diseases, many of
them of long standing, have either disappeared instantly or began to amend from that hour. We
have seen the same results in the ministry of many others who have dared to believe that God
meant what he said.

But some have gone away sorrowful. They came hoping to receive what others were receiving -
but nothing happened. Why? Because they failed to realize the importance of meeting ALL Gods
conditions. Either they failed to take the trouble to find out what was expected of them in order
to receive healing, or they just did not think it really mattered so very much whether they
followed instructions or not.

Many people go to a doctor with their troubles. When the doctor give them two or three bottles
of pills with complicated instructions, as to how many pink ones every two hours, and how many
white ones three times a day, and how many gray ones at bed time - exact diet, and a bottle of
something else to rub on - how carefully they follow instructions! Perhaps all this will give at
least a little relief, but if it does not, they will try something else!

But when God himself has guaranteed that you WILL completely recover if you will follow
instructions, surely it is worth taking time to find out what these instructions are. Follow them as
careful as a doctors prescription, and your healing CANNOT FAIL!

In the following chapters are presented, for your assistance, the instructions which God has given
in His Word for those who are in need of healing. You want to be healed? God wants it, even
more. If these instructions are carefully followed, GOD HIMSELF GUARANTEES your
healing. Read them carefully, prayerfully. Obey them sincerely, faithfully. Accept Gods promises
simply, as you accept the promises of a trusted friend. If you will do this, you can start rejoicing
NOW, for your healing is assured.

CHAPTER 2

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SICK

Proverbs 4:13
"Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go; keep her; for SHE IS THY LIFE."

Your healing, yes, even your very life, may depend entirely upon the way you take hold of the
instruction in this and the following chapters. No doubt countless thousands who are now in their
graves would be enjoying perfect health if they could have received proper instruction about
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divine healing. There are perhaps millions this very moment whose lives are wasting away with
disease that will never be healed unless they receive proper instruction.

Lack of instruction can result in lack of faith. At Nazareth, even Christ Himself "could do no
mighty work." Mark 6:5. All that He was able to do was to lay His hands upon a FEW sick folk
and heal them. He MARVELLED because of their unbelief. No doubt the reason for their
unbelief was their need of proper instruction. Christ saw their need. The sixth verse declares that
"He went round about the villages, teaching."

Although one of the ministry gifts that God has placed in the church is "teachers" (I Corinthians
12:28) few people are interested in instruction, or teaching. Many people who travel for miles to
attend a divine healing campaign become indignant when they are told they must attend an
afternoon or morning meeting in order to receive instruction before they can receive a card so
that they can get into the healing line. Under these circumstances, many do attend the instruction
meetings, but not so much for instruction which they really need and should receive, but only
because they are determined to get one of the cards. The instruction is given, but their hearts are
closed to it. It can readily be seen that these people do not realize the value of instruction before
they enter the healing line. It has been my experience in dealing with those who have little faith
that they have not received the proper instruction, either because it has not been given or because
they had failed to heed the instruction when it was given. On the other hand, almost without
exception, the ones in the healing line who exercise real faith and actually believe Gods promise
and receive healing, are the ones who have TAKEN TIME for the INSTRUCTION.

Proverbs 8:33
"Hear instruction, and be wise and, refuse it not."

I have dealt personally with numbers of people in the healing line who have been afflicted for
years and have had many outstanding men of God lay hands upon them and pray for their
healing, yet they report they have not as yet received healing. These people seem to have the idea
that all they need is to get into the healing line and have someone else lay hands upon them, and
perhaps this might be their lucky day. Healing is not a matter of luck. It is a matter of faith. Faith
in the unchanging and unchangeable Word of God.

Romans 10:17
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."

Without question, what these people really need is instruction. "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for.. instruction..." 2 Timothy 3:16. Those who desire
healing should attend every instruction service possible. Not just as a means of receiving a card
to get them into the line, but in order to build up their faith to the point where they can receive of
God the things which He said should be theirs. Without faith it is impossible to please God.
When the tide of your faith has risen and remains unwavering, then it is time to enter the healing
line, for then, and then only, can you receive healing.

You will find a chapter in this book entitled, "Hindrances to Faith." Read and re-read this chapter
carefully and prayerfully, until every hindrance has been removed. Search the Word of God. God
will speak to the sincere, honest, open-hearted individual through His Word. As new light is shed
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upon your pathway, God expects you to walk in that light, for with new light comes new
responsibility. One must be a doer of the Word and not a hearer only, deceiving himself. Search
your heart and see if there be any wicked way in you. If God reveals to you that there is sin in
your life, that sin must be repented of immediately. Turn loose of it! Drop is as though it were
hot iron! Do not be satisfied merely to prune off the big ones. Prune off every little sin along
with the big ones.

Prayer and fasting should have an important part in your preparations for healing. Through both
the Old and New Testaments of the Bible we find that the great men of God, in whose lives Gods
power was manifested, who worked miracles and healed the sick, were men of prayer and men
who fasted.

Christ Himself taught not only prayer, but fasting as well. When the disciples failed to heal a boy
who was possessed with a demon, Jesus said to them, 

Mark 9:29
"This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting."

Yet fasting is not a "charm" by which healing can be purchased. Do not boast of the length of
your fast, for Jesus was careful to give instruction in this matter.

Matthew 6:16-18
"Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their
faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, they have their reward. But
thou, when thou fasteth, anoint thy head, and wash they face; that thou appear not unto men to
fast, but unto thy Father, which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret, shall reward
thee openly."

If a persons fasting is directed to God, he will not go around boasting that this is a certain day of
his fast, or that he still has a certain number of days before his fast will be completed. People
who make such boasts will receive little or nothing from their sacrifice!

God has chosen a fast. It is described in Isaiah 58:6.

Isaiah 58:6
"Is not this the fact that I have chosen? To loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy
burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?"

The reward of this fast is seen in verse eight of the same chapter.

Isaiah 58:8
"Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, and thine HEALTH shall spring forth speedily."

Since "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17), it would be
well for many people seeking healing to read, and even memorize, as many as possible of the
promises of God concerning healing. Read the chapters in the Bible that will build your faith.
The book of Acts, the Gospel of Mark. Study each of the mighty miracles of healing related in
these books, and note how your faith rises.
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If you have not yet been filled with the Holy Spirit, begin now to seek God for the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. There is a possibility that the thing that has prevented you from being filled with the
Holy Ghost might also be preventing you form receiving healing. It is evident that those who are
filled with the Spirit touch God more quickly than those who have not been filled.

If your are unable to attend one of these great healing campaigns, don't be discouraged. God has
made proper provision for those who are bed-ridden, or can not get into the healing line.

Acts 19:11,12
"God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul, so that from his body were brought to the
sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out
of them."

If you should be one of these unfortunate ones who cannot personally be in one of these great
campaigns conducted near you, the author will be happy to send you a handkerchief over which
he has prayed. In making request for this bit of cloth, please send a self-addressed envelope and
plainly state your disease or sickness. I will pray over the bit of cloth personally, and will send it
to you with full assurance that when it comes in contact with your body the disease will depart,
and every evil spirit shall go.

Be sure and read chapter 13 in this book, "Special Miracles by Handkerchiefs or Aprons."
Follow instructions carefully.

Mark 11:25
"When ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against any: that your Father also which is in
heaven may forgive you your trespasses."

An unforgiving spirit, a rebellious heart, refusing to walk in the light of Gods Word, is the
murderer of faith, which John calls "confidence". It is extremely important which John calls
"confidence." It is extremely important that people desiring real confidence toward God, or
living faith in His promises, walk in the full light of God's Word and in obedience to Gods Word,
which alone can bring real confidence.

To have confidence in God, one must have real fellowship with God. One cannot have real
fellowship with God unless he walks in the light of Gods Word. The person who walks in
darkness cannot have fellowship with God. In fact, he cannot even be sure that the blood of
Christ cleanseth him form sin.

I John 1:5-7
"This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie and do not the truth; but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."

We can only have real fellowship with Christ as we are doers of the word and not hearers only.
You will readily agree that the person who has the greatest fellowship with God is the person
who has the greatest faith. Those who have the least fellowship with Him are those who have
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little or no faith. Our faith, perhaps without exception, is in exact proportion to the fellowship
which we have with God. No little wonder that many today are low in faith. They have very little
fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Truly, many have NO FELLOWSHIP with Him because
of a rebellious spirit, or self-will. They refuse to walk in the light of Gods Word as it is shield
upon their pathway, either through reading and studying Gods Word for themselves, or through
hearing it preached by full gospel ministers who believe and teach the Word in its entirety.
Without real fellowship with God there can be no real faith in Him. Then, one can readily see
from these verses of Scripture, that continuing on in darkness after the light of Gods Word has
shown upon our pathway will break that fellowship and, according to verse seven, the blood of
Jesus Christ no longer even continues to cleanse us from sin. Then rebellion or self-will can close
the door of your heart to real faith, at the same time opening the door to doubt and unbelief.

Christ himself, speaking of the very day in which we live, asked the question:

Luke 18:8
"When the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?"

He knew that faith could not live in the atmosphere of Modernism, unbelief, doubt, coldness,
indifference and skepticism that prevails today. Is it necessary to ask the question, "Why do we
not see more people healed today?" Instead of faith in the hearts of men, we find "Mens hearts
failing them for fear." Paul, speaking of these last days and the condition of the apostate church,
said, 

2 Timothy 3:5
"Having a form of Godliness, but denying the power thereof: FROM SUCH TURN AWAY."

2 Timothy 4:3,4
"For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall
thy heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables."

Would you expect to find faith in such an atmosphere? Never!

Thousands today are attending churches whose pulpits are filled by modernist preachers who
declare that the day of miracles is past, that Christ does not heal today - who no longer believe in
the supernatural, the signs following, the miraculous gifts of the Spirit for the church today. They
preach beautiful sermons that have an appeal to the intellect but never touch the heart. They tell
the people that if Christ heals today, He heals through medical science. Ask one of these
modernist preachers if he believe the Bible, and he will say, "Yes, part of it." He will explain that
the part he does not believe is the part that borders on the supernatural. They believe all that
corresponds with reason, but refuse to believe that which they cannot reason out. They reject
anything super-natural. They refuse the baptism of the Holy Spirit, speaking in tongues,
super-natural gifts of healing and miracles. Modernists they are to the core. Many of them deny
the deity of Christ, the inherent wickedness of man, the blood atonement, and the inspiration of
the Bible. Instead of preaching a direct creation, they teach that man is a product of evolution.
They do not preach the fall of man, nor that mans heart is depraved.
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Instead, they insist that man is getting better and better. When they should be preaching salvation
by the blood of Christ, they talk of works and character. Instead of preaching the Bible as the
inspired Word of God, they teach the theories of science.

These modern preachers make a mere teacher of our Savior. They do not believe nor do they
preach supernatural regeneration. They teach, rather, "natural development." When they should
preach divine sanctification, they talk about "education." Instead of supernatural grace, they
lecture on natural "morality."

Could a person exposed to this kind of doctrine week after week have much faith in the
supernatural doctrine of healing? Positively not! If a person is to receive healing, it will be
because he has faith in the supernatural power of God - not because he doubts it. God's advice
under these circumstances is, "FROM SUCH TURN AWAY!" 2 Timothy 3:5. If you want real
faith, attend where faith is taught and exercised! If you want healing, turn away from those who
oppose it and identify yourself with people who believe it. Go to church where people are
encouraged to believe all the promises of God and NOT where they are told, "It is not for today."

1 Corinthians 12:8-10
"For to one is given by the Spirit - the gifts of healing - ; to another the working of miracles."

It is well for those seeking healing to understand that there is a difference between the gifts of
healing and the gift of miracles. Ordinarily, the gifts of healing remove the cause of the disease
that is injuring the body, with the result that the person regains his health. In some cases relief
will be complete and instant, but many times a state of convalescence begins. This is not a
theory, but is thoroughly scriptural, as many of the healings of Christ were accomplished in just
this way. As an example, not the healing of the noblemans son, in John 4:46-52.

The gifts of healing do not ordinarily replace a missing organ that has been removed by surgery
or lost in an accident. Healing will restore sight to a blind eye, but if the eye ball is missing, then
only a miracle could bring sight again. An eye ball would have to be created. Only a miracle
could bring about such a new creation. The gift of healing will restore hearing to deaf ears, but in
the case where there are no ear drums, only a miracle would recreate new ear drums. A miracle is
setting aside of the ordinary laws of God governing a specific case, such as the sun being made
to stand still at the command of Joshua. Healing is Gods promised provision for ALL the sick
among His people. A miracle covers only a specific case. God, who created a universe by His
Word, CAN and sometimes does, recreate missing organs, where there is sufficient faith. God
can do anything. All things are possible with God, yet one must understand that the gifts of
healing were not intended to take the place of the gift of miracles in the church. If this were so,
the gift of miracles would be unnecessary.

The gifts of healing were not intended to make an old person young again. As a person gets
older, his body shows age. The face becomes wrinkled, hair turns gray or may fall out, energy is
diminished, and the bodily processes become slower. More rest is needed, as well as more care in
selecting the proper diet, in order to maintain health. This does not mean that the aged must
suffer from disease. God's promises to His people are good to the end of life.

The gifts of healing do not eliminate death. Until Hebrews 9:27 "The last enemy that shall be
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destroyed is death."... 1 Corinthians 15:26. However, death need not be accompanied by horrible
suffering from disease which God has promised to heal.

Healing was not intended to take the place of the natural processes of life, such as development
of mind or stature. Some time ago, a young man twenty-four years of age came into the healing
line. He was not over four feet tall, had the voice of a child, and there was no sign of whiskers on
his face. Very apparently, his condition was abnormal, as both his parents were above the
average height and build. Healing would not grow this man a beard in a moment, nor would
healing make him a six-footer in the twinkle of an eye. However, healing would strike at the root
of the trouble, and after a while that fellow would have to buy himself a razor and some larger
clothes.

Healing will not cause the person who has been deaf and dumb from birth to immediately
understand and speak a language which he has never heard, but rather he must learn to speak
very much as he would have learned to speak as a child. The process may be more rapid due to
more mature mental development, though he may never speak the language as perfectly as he
would had he learned to speak at the normal time in life.

Do not be discouraged, or accuse God of failure, or refusal to heal you simply because your
healing is not immediately manifested in completion or as a miracle.

Take God at His word. Accept your healing as an accomplished fact. Accomplished not today,
nor last week, but at the whipping post in Jerusalem, on the day that He atoned for your sins. Not
accomplished today BUT ACCEPTED TODAY, and effective in your life, you follow the
instructions of the Word of God for your deliverance. Working now, and continuing to work in
your life until you are in perfect health, fully delivered from sickness as well as from sin by the
atoning work of Christ!

CHAPTER 3

IS IT GOD'S WILL TO HEAL YOU?

Millions who are sick or afflicted today could be enjoying perfect health! Perfect health is in
Gods plan for them. He laid the plan carefully, and purchased healing for them, at great cost to
Himself, and made it available to His people for the asking.

Yet many of these sick people are people who pray a great deal. Many of them have prayed for
healing again and again. Many of them have passed through again and again. Many of them have
passed through healing lines in some of the greatest healing meetings and under some of the
most effective healing ministries of our time, and yet remain sick. They pray much, but receive
little.

Prayer on the part of the person needing healing is not sufficient for deliverance. According to
the Scriptures, one must not only ask, but must 

James 1:6,7
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"Ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the
wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord"

The person who prays for healing, and then adds the words "-if it be thy will," is openly
confessing to the Lord that he is not at all sure of receiving healing. The "if" in your petition
denotes doubt. This type of prayer cannot possibly be classified as asking "in faith, nothing
wavering." Time spent in praying this way is time wasted, so far as obtaining your healing is
concerned, for God has said very plainly, "Let not that man think that he shall receive anything
of the Lord!" 

There is but one way to take the "wavering" out of your asking. That is to take the "if" out of
your petition. You must be convinced that IS THE WILL OF GOD TO HEAL YOU!

Until your are fully convinced that it is the will of God to heal you, there will always be a doubt
as to whether or not you will be healed. Real, unwavering faith cannot exist.

You cannot even be assured that God has HEARD your prayer until you are sure that you have
prayed according to His will. 

I John 5:14
"This is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us."

How can we ask without wavering when we are not even sure that God is listening? Surely, you
dont expect God to answer prayers which He has NEVER EVEN HEARD!

Not until we are SURE that God has heard our prayer, and that our petition has met with His
approval - that it is according to His will - can we ask IN FAITH, NOTHING WAVERING.

Without this faith,

James 1:7
"Let not that man think that he shall receive ANYTHING of the Lord."

With it,

Matthew 17:20
"If you have faith...nothing shall be impossible to you!"

Until you ask in faith, unwavering, you cannot receive!

When you do ask in faith, HEAVEN ITSELF GUARANTEES THE ANSWER!

Therefore, there is but one thing to do. Let us open Gods Word and learn from Him, whether or
not it is His will to heal you. If it is not Gods will to heal you, don't ask Him to do it at all! Dont
waste time saying meaningless prayers that are never even heard in Heaven. But if it is Gods will
to heal you, then leave the "if" out of your petition. Come to God with UNWAVERING FAITH.
Come in perfect CONFIDENCE. Come and receive your healing!
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1 John 5:14,15
"And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us; and if we know that he hear us, WHATSOEVER WE ASK, we know that we have
the petitions that we desired of him."

LISTEN TO THE WORD OF THE LORD!

3 John 2
"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and BE IN HEALTH, even as thy
soul prospereth."

It is quite plain by this verse that it is the will of God for those whom He loves to be in health.
Since it is his will for us to be in health, it cannot at the same time be his will for us to be sick!

IT IS GODS WILL TO HEAL YOU!

The leper of Mark 1:40 must have been somewhat doubtful concerning the will of the Lord about
his case for he besought him, saying, "If thou wild, thou canst make me clean." But it didnt take
him long to find the will of the Lord. Jesus promptly answered, "I WILL; be thou clean."

God WILLS to heal the sick! If He wills to heal one, then He wills to heal EVERYONE. He wills
to heal ANYONE. HE WILLS TO HEAL YOU!

Romans 2:11
"For there is no respect of persons with God."

In James 5:14, God asks us, "Is ANY sick among you?"

To whom is He referring? ANY ONE that is sick! This is the same word He used when He said
that He is 

2 Peter 3:9
"not willing that ANY should perish but that ALL should come to repentance."

If salvation is for all who will repent, then healing is for all who will believe and act upon Gods
promise, in James 5:14 and 15. 

James 5:14,15
"Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith SHALL save the sick, and
the Lord SHALL raise him up!"

Psalms 103:2,3
"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth ALL THY DISEASE."

Benefits of both SOUL and BODY! SALVATION and HEALING! Christ forgives ALL sins, He
heals ALL diseases! Remember not only some of His benefits, but ALL of them. HEALING IS
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THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOU!

In the beginning God said,

Genesis 1:26,7
"Let us make man in our image, after our likeness...So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God Created he him; male and female created he them."

Gods creation, then , was strong, powerful, and some, clean pure and HEALTHY! It was Gods
will that they REMAIN healthy, clean and pure as He had made them.

Satan, being jealous of Gods pure and healthy creation, was never satisfied until he had made his
way into the garden. Two unclean spirits followed him there. They were SIN and SICKNESS.
Mankind never lost his health, becoming sick, until after he had first lost his purity and become
sinful. Sin and sickness are the results of mans disobedience.

A double curse had come upon man - SIN and SICKNESS.

Was man ever redeemed from sin? You say, yes! The majority of professing Christians today, of
all faiths, will tell you that Christ died upon the cross to redeem mankind from his sins.
However, many of these same people have never recognized the fact that on the same day in
which He was crucified, He also took upon Himself our sicknesses, supplying redemption for the
body of man as well as for his soul.

A DOUBLE CURE FOR A DOUBLE CURSE!

As Christ stepped from His heavenly throne in glory to redeem the world from the double curse
of sin and sickness, two angels of light and hope followed Him. They were SALVATION and
HEALING. A double cure!

1 John 3:8
"The son of God was manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil."

The works of the devil are SIN and SICKNESS. Then, the Lord came to destroy not just one, but
both. He came to save and HEAL you!

In Isaiah 53:4,5, we have a picture of Calvary. There, "Surely he hath borne our griefs and
carried our sorrows." Matthew quotes the prophecy of Isaiah 53 thus: "Himself took our
infirmities and bare our sicknesses." Matthew 8:17. 1 Peter 2:24, also quoting from this
prophecy, declares, "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree... by whose
stripes ye were healed." Thus, it is plain that Christ bore both sin and sickness for us. If He bore
them, then we need not bear then. If we must bear them (remain sick), then the sufferings of
Jesus were in vain.

To clinch the matter, we go back to Isaiah 53:5, and read,

Isaiah 53:5
"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement
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of our peace was upon him; AND WITH HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED."

This was written before Calvary. Peter, looking back to Calvary, says,

1 Peter 2:24
"By whose stripes ye WERE healed."

Accept this redemption and the works of the devil will be destroyed. Every sin will be blotted
out. Every pain, sickness and disease will vanish! Satan cannot legally afflict you with that which
Christ has ALREADY borne for you. Tell the devil so. Believe God for deliverance NOW!

Sickness and disease under the law, was recognized as a curse for disobedience. Moses quotes
God as saying, 

Exodus 15:26
"If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right
in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments and wilt keep all his statutes, I will put none
of these diseases upon thee which I brought upon the Egyptians; for I AM THE LORD THAT
HEALETH THEE."

In Deuteronomy, chapter 28, verses 22, 27, 28, and 61 he goes farther and lists "every sickness
and every plague" which God said should come upon the people under the law, because of
disobedience.

"Consumption, fever, inflammation, extreme burning, botch, emerods, scab, itch, madness
(insanity), blindness, astonishment of heart (known today as "nervous breakdown").

And then that none may be overlooked, "every sickness and every plague which is not written in
the book of the law, them will the Lord bring upon thee until thou be destroyed." THIS IS THE
CURSE OF THE LAW.

But you have been redeemed from the curse of the law!

Galatians 3:13
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written,
Cursed is every on that hangeth on a tree."

YOU ARE REDEEMED!

Accept it NOW!

It is the will of Satan, not the will of God, for people to be sick. This is a proven fact, for when
Satan is banished from the earth, there will be no more sickness, nor pain ,nor tears.

God wants us to live, not die!

2 Peter 1:3
"According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain to LIFE."
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It is the will of God for us to be partakers of His divine nature, which is health and strength, and
holiness. 

2 Peter 1:4
"Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises; that by these (the promises
you have been reading, and many, many more) ye might be partakers of the divine nature."

Nevertheless, before you can receive any benefit from these precious promises you must make
them your own. They must be claimed by YOU. You must believe them, and stand firmly upon
them, refusing to believe any argument which Satan may bring against them, for he is an enemy
who gives no ground until it is made very plain to him that he can hold that ground no longer.

Near 1500 B.C., God promised,

"If thou wild diligently hearken to the voice of the lord they God, and wilt do that which is right
in his sight...I will put none of these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the
Egyptians; for I AM THE LORD THAT HEALETH THEE."

Nearly three million people enjoyed perfect healthy, by obedience and faith in this promise, for
we read, "There was not one feeble person among their tribes." Psalm 105:37.

Much religious teaching today would make God merely the once-great "I was," but we are told in
Hebrews 13:8 that, "Jesus Christ (is) the same yesterday, and today and forever." And in Malachi
3:6, "I am the Lord. I change not." So then, if He has never changed, He is still the great "I AM".
By believing Gods promises, Gods people can still be as healthy and as strong today as His
people were in 1500 B.C., for we are still serving the same God, but under a "BETTER
COVENANT, which was established upon BETTER PROMISES." Hebrews 8:6. The three
million who came out of Egypt ALL believed God's promise. Not ONE feeble! They were all
strong and well! They believed that if the promise was for one, then it was for all. If it wasnt for
all, then it wasn't for any one.

The reason so many millions remain sick today is because they REFUSE TO BELIEVE GODS
PROMISES!

Matthew 8:16
"And he cast out the spirits with his word and healed ALL that were sick."

Matthew 9:35
"And Jesus went about all the cities - healing EVERY sickness and EVERY disease among the
people."

Matthew 12:15
"And great multitudes followed him and he healed them all."

Acts 10:38
"God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power; who went about doing
good and healing ALL that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him."
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Healing was Gods will for His people before Jesus came to earth. It was His will for them during
the time of Christs earthly ministry. And it is Gods provision for His people TODAY!

Often, the writer has asked people as they came in the healing line, asking prayer for their
bodies, "Is God going to heal you?" and received the answer, "I know he is able, IF IT IS HIS
WILL." Many of these precious people believe (though they cannot back up their belief with
scripture), that they are being allowed to suffer to work out patience of long-suffering in their
lives. Many believe that the sicknesses may be keeping them in the will of God, or that is may be
for the glory of God. Some feel that their sickness is an evidence of Gods love toward them, or
that God is chastening them through sickness. Yet they will insist that they do not know for what
they are begin chastened, and it seems never to have occurred to them that they might be able to
free themselves from the chastening, by correcting a fault in their own lives. Will a wise and
loving father punish his child over a long period of time, refusing to let the child know the reason
for the punishment? And will not a wise, loving and obedient son turn immediately from his sin,
that he may again be pleasing to the father, and avoid further punishment from the same fault? If
sin has separated between you and your God, so that He cannot hear your prayer, repent, now,
and God will hear your prayer. If not, believe God now for your healing.

Others say, "I want to be healed, but if this isnt Gods time, then Ill just have to suffer until it is
Gods own good time to heal me."

If it is right for the suffering to wait patiently and endure their sicknesses until some other time in
Gods perfect will, then it would also be proper to tell the sinner that he cannot be saved today,
but must be patient and wait in his sins until it is Gods time to save him. Nonsense!

2 Corinthians 6:2
"Behold, NOW (today) is the day of salvation."

TODAY is the day God wills to set you free, whether it be from sin or sickness.

Believe it! Receive it!

If salvation is for all, then healing is for all. It is for YOU! NOW!

Before you turn to the next chapter in this book. I want you to settle it here and now, that it IS
Gods will to heal you.

It is Gods Word! It is Gods will! God WANTS to heal you NOW!

Dont ever again be guilty of praying, "Heal me, if it be thy will."

Raise a hand to Heaven NOW and say to Jesus, "Thank you Jesus, I am so glad it is your will to
heal me now."

Ask in faith, nothing wavering, and deliverance is yours!

 

CHAPTER 4
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CAUSES OF SICKNESS

1 Corinthians 11:30
"For this cause many are weak and sickly among you."

It is a well know fact that when a good physician sets to work on a case, the first step is to find
out if possible the cause of this sickness, and then to eliminate that cause. Even so, when we
come to God for healing, we find that He deals, not so much with symptoms, as with causes. It is
important to know the causes of sickness. The pain of an attack of acute appendicitis may be
eased by administering narcotics, but the appendices may burst, even while the person is
unaware of pain, and death may result. Carelessness in finding the cause of the suffering has
resulted in great damage being done, and even lives lost. Many have lost confidence in Gods
promises to heal, because of failure to remove causes of sickness, failure to meet Gods
conditions for healing, failure even to understand that God has made any conditions to be met.

God has pointed out in His Word some very specific reasons for sickness. This is done in order
that the person desiring to be healed may remove the cause of the causes of sickness, failure to
meet Gods conditions for healing, failure even to understand that God has made any conditions
to be met.

God has pointed out in His Word some very specific reasons for sickness. This is done in order
that the person desiring to be healed may remove the cause of sickness.

It may be said without fear of contradiction, that in a very real sense, SIN is the cause of the
existence of SICKNESS in the world. There was no sickness in the garden of Eden, and none of
us expect to find either sin or infirmity in Heaven. Until the day that Eve yielded to the
suggestion of Satan and took of the fruit which God had forbidden her to eat, the human race was
free from both sin and sickness. Then

Romans 5:12
"Sin entered into the world, and DEATH by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned."

In this sense ALL sickness is the result of sin.

In some cases, a specific disease is directly traceable to a specific sin. Perhaps the best example
of this is the so-called "social diseases" which haunt those whose lives are immoral.

In many other cases, the connection is not so readily apparent, especially to those who cannot
discern the things of the Spirit of God.

But God has said,

Deuteronomy 25:28
"If though wilt NOT observe to do all the words of this law... then the Lord will make thy
plagues...great plagues and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses and of long
continuance...Moreover, he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid
of... Also every sickness and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will
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the Lord bring upon thee."

Sin and sickness are closely associated in New Testament thought, as in the old, for Jesus
Himself, said, in dealing with sickness, "Son, they SINS be forgiven thee," John 5:14.

James admonished the sick.

James 5:16-15
"Confess your faults one to another and pray one for another THAT YE MAY BE HEALED," "If
he have committed sins they shall be forgiven him."

The testimony of David, speaking by inspiration of the Holy Ghost:

Psalm 107:17-20
"Fools because of their transgressions, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted. Their soul
abhoreth all manner of meat; and they drew near unto the gates of death. Then the cry unto the
Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses. HE SENT HIS WORD AND
HEALED THEM."

This should be sufficient evidence that with sin comes sickness. But there is yet more.

In Numbers, chapter 12, is a story which brings Gods people a very solemn warning. Miriam,
Moses' sister, a prophetess and one who had been greatly blessed of the Lord, became lifted up
with pride, and "was not afraid to speak against (Gods) servant, Moses" (verse 8). God heard her
evil speaking, and "The anger of the Lord was kindled" against Miriam and against Aaron, her
brother, who had entered with her into the criticism against Moses, and Miriam became leprous,
white as snow, and would have remained so had not Moses prayed for her deliverance. How
marvelous that God heard the cry of Moses and healed Miriam! But not that Miriam would never
have needed healing if she had not sinned. CRITICISM IS SIN!

Sin breaks down the hedge that God builds around your, thus permitting Satan to afflict you.

God, who has pronounced just judgments upon the disobedient, has also given in His Word
many precious promises of physical well being to those who will DILIGENTLY HEARKEN to
His Voice, and do that which is right in His sight. There is, in the Ten Commandments, a special
promise of long life to those who honor their parents.

Ephesians 6:2
"Honor thy father and thy mother; which is the first commandment with promise; that it may be
will with thee and thou mayest live long on the earth."

Dear reader, if it is not all well with thee (physically) your sickness could be the result of
breaking this commandment.

Exodus 15:26
"If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right
in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes. I will put NONE of
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians; for I AM THE LORD THAT



God's Guarantee to Heal You file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/thomas_h2/Desktop/God's%2...

19 of 72 9/28/2005 11:59 AM

HEALETH THEE."

Can you believe that God meant what He said? Obedience means healing! Disobedience means
disease and sickness. The unsaved and the disobedient must prepare for healing by GETTING
RIGHT WITH GOD! 

Paul deals very specifically with the subject of sickness among Christian people, in I Corinthians
11, he tells us in verse 30, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many
sleep" (die prematurely).

This being a very clear statement that there is a definite cause for Christians' sicknesses, should
receive careful consideration, that we may know what "this cause" is.

The entire chapter deals with one of the most important and perpetual ordinances of the church,
the Lords Supper. Instituted by the Lord, the same night in which He was betrayed, this
ordinance became to the followers of Jesus the visible symbol of all He has purchased for us,
salvation through the shedding of His blood, and healing through His sufferings at the whipping
post. So essential to the believers life is it to become a partaker of these sacrifices, that Jesus
Himself said, 

John 6:53
"Except ye eat the flesh of the son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you."

Over against this solemn warning is another, found in I Cor 11:27-29,

I Corinthians 11:27-29
"Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the
body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and
drink of that cup."

Many professing Christians have refused to take the Lords Supper, because of this warning.
However, this was not the Lords intention. If you are unworthy to partake of the SYMBOLS of
His blood and body, surely you cannot be a partaker of His blood and body in reality. In that
case, Jesus says, "Ye have no life in you." If you are unworthy to partake of the communion, you
may also be unready for the rapture.

Worthiness does not imply that one is sure he has fully attained to the goal of sinless perfection,
for Christ Himself served the first communion to twelve men who very quickly demonstrated
that they were still subject to human weaknesses, and short of perfection.

You say then, "What does it imply?"

This word worthiness has a three fold implication.

First and most simple, is the attitude of the believer at the time of partaking of the symbols.
Surely there should never be any frivolity or irreverence at such a solemn time. Never should it
be approached lightly, nor treated as a mere formal ceremony. In partaking of these emblems, we
"do shew forth the Lords death till he comes." I Corinthians 11:26. This worthy attitude is by no
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means a proud spirit, feeling, worthy, or superior to other men, but rather a realization of
inherent sinfulness, and of the deep need of a redeemer.

The other two are both embodied in the latter part of verse 29, which is an explanation of the
word "unworthily" - "Not discerning the Lord's body."

The blood of the Lord was shed for the remission of sins, but it was His body that bore the stripes
whereby we are healed. Many drink the wine with happy realization and praise to God for the
glorious deliverance from sins through the shedding of blood, but eat the bread without any
realization that this also typifies a definite price paid at definite time for a definite blessing,
which is ours if we will but accept it. This blessing is HEALING!

Only as we believe and accept the blood of Christ for salvation do we find salvation. Drinking
the wine of the communion, alone, will not wash away our sins. A young man who had been
brought up in a home where Gods Word was not read, and kept busy with other things than
church matters, went to church with a friend on communion Sunday. For the first time in his life
he saw people taking communion. Very little explanation was made, and when the elements of
communion were passed and his friend took a portion, he joined in, just as he would join in the
treats at a party. He had no realization of the meaning of either the wine or the bread. There was
no change in his life as a result of taking communion. There must first be an inward
understanding of the cleansing of the blood, before the outward form can have any meaning.

Many fine Christian people receive no more benefit from partaking of the bread than this boy did
in taking of the wine, and for the same reason. They have never learned that when "Christ our
Passover (was) sacrificed for us," that the blood was sufficient to deliver from death, and that the
BODY was provided for healing and physical strength. Because they do not expect healing, they
do not receive it. When the death angel passed over the houses of Israel, he was not concerned
with what was on the table, or the pantry shelf, but God has said, "When I see the BLOOD, I will
pass over you." Thus the condemnation to death was set aside by the blood.

But the command of God was not completed with the applying of the blood to the door posts, for
God has also commanded that they should eat the flesh on that night, and thereby to receive
strength for the journey which lay ahead.

Even so, the blood of Christ shed upon Calvary is fully sufficient to make atonement for our sins.
This being true, His sufferings at the whipping post, and in Pilates judgment hall, were sufferings
all in vain, unless we accept healing. But those sufferings were not in vain!

1 Peter 2:21, 24
"Christ-suffered for us: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness: BY WHOSE STRIPES YE WERE HEALED."

As we discern by faith the power of the blood of Christ we are set free from the guilt and
bondage of sin. And as we discern the body of the Lord, there need not be any weak and sickly
among us. The people of Israel accepted both the body and blood to their Passover lamb, and
when God brought them forth out of the land of Egypt,
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Psalm 105:37
"There was not one feeble person among their tribes."

Many churches today, if they were consistent, would use only the wine for communion, since
they believe in the blood for salvation, but reject the body broken for our healing. No wonder so
many are sick, for they have refused the only remedy that is guaranteed to cure every disease - if
used according to directions!

But perhaps the reason the minds of many have been unable to grasp this glorious truth will be
found in the third phase of unworthiness, which is failure to discern the body of the Lord which
is living and active in the world today. "Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in
particular." Because of failure to recognize this fact, many have been guilty of causing division
in the body, This is sin. SIN KILLS FAITH. Therefore, in taking communion, let us as Christians
examine ourselves in the light of our relationship to the other members of the body, as set forth
in I Corinthians, chapter 12, not belittling any person or any gift placed by the Spirit of Christ in
His body. Both spiritual and physical welfare depend largely upon this right relationship in the
body of Christ. If you have been guilty of causing division in the body of Christ, either by tale
bearing, which separates others from each other, or by pride and self-righteousness which
separates YOU from the body, confess this as sin and turn form it so that faith may grow. Take
your proper place in the body, whether it be small or great, and help others to do the same.

Accept the blood of Christ of the cleansing of your sins, and then accept BY FAITH, the body of
Christ for the healing of your body, This is yours. Jesus bought it for you the day that He bought
your salvation upon the cross. Discern NOW the body of the Lord, and you too shall enjoy the
blessing of healing for your body. Satan cannot legally afflict you with that for which Christ has
already suffered in your place.

There are many who re sick today who have once experienced marvelous healings, some even
complaining of the same sickness from which they had once been so gloriously delivered. Jesus
indicated, when He was here on earth, that this would be the case. This does not mean that it is
not Gods will for these people to be well, nor that they cannot be permanently healed. The one
whom Christ had healed, He warned,

John 5:14
"Sin no more lest a worse thing come unto thee."

God does not heal any one to give him more strength to continue in sin.

Sickness has returned to many because of their own carelessness and disobedience to God.

This matter will be dealt with more fully in chapter 13 of this book, "Keeping Your Healing." If
you have been one of those who have been healed, and have not stayed healed, be sure to read
this chapter, for there you will see that you need not be discouraged, but that YOU, TOO, may
have deliverance.

Much sickness is caused by improper care of the body. The laws of nature are Gods laws for
physical health, and cannot be broken without punishment, in health, and cannot be broken
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without punishment, in the form of sickness or infirmity. Divine healing was never intended to
take the place of proper care of the body, as rest, exercise, right eating and avoidance of
weakening habits.

God commanded His people to rest one day of each seven, while we are no longer under legal
bondage to keep the Sabbath, which was a shadow of a better rest to come (see Heb 4:9), Jesus
himself declared that 

Mark 2:27
"The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath."

One days rest in seven has been proved a necessity for healthy. Those who cannot find time to
rest, who keep themselves too busy with the cares of life to attend worship in the house of God
make themselves liable for the inroads of disease. Neither can they gain faith to receive healing,
for 

Romans 10:17
"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God."

Healing is available to all Gods people, but ONLY THROUGH FAITH, and faith cannot come in
any other way, but by hearing and obeying the Word of God. Many desire prayer for their
bodies, but insist that they cannot attend any daytime services to hear instruction about healing
from the Word of God. They work every day, even Sunday. Many of these people suffer from
nervous disorders. The increasing number of nervous disorders and mental and physical
breakdowns, due to fatigue, can be traced directly to an increasing lack of concern for the
command of God.

Exodus 20:9,10
"Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work."

Many diseases are called by the medical profession "deficiency diseases," meaning that they are
caused by lack of essential elements in the diet. It is well for the Christian in choosing his diet to
consider the value of various foods, which God has placed in the world, and choose from among
them, the foods that will keep his body strong and well, if it is at all possible for him to do so.
This is not a matter of the souls salvation, but is vitally concerned with the bodys health.

Jesus said, "Man shall not live by bread alone." The eternal values of the kingdom of God are far
grater that n the present enjoyment of pleasant food and drink. We are advised that

1 Corinthians 9:25
"Every one that striveth for the master to be temperate in all things."

Overeating is the direct cause of some sicknesses, and a contributing factor in many others. The
work of all the organs of the body, such as liver, stomach and heart, is so increased by overeating
as to make it impossible for them to carry on their normal duties, and sicknesses ranging from
gout to stomach and heart troubles result. Even the deficiency disease are frequently prevalent
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among those who overeat, because they choose their foods on the basis of taste appeal rather that
the bodys needs. Too many rich sweet foods, too much meat, or too many starch foods, can make
the body fat, overburden the heart and digestive system, at the same time failing to provide the
food elements needed for health. Many of the people who come requesting prayer for their
bodies would never have needed to come had they taken a little care to choose the proper foods.
Many who come under these conditions would be benefited very little if they were instantly,
miraculously healed, for they would immediately begin the process of again tearing down their
health through the same disobedience to the laws of nature which originally caused their
sickness.

Then there are those who injure their bodies through weakening habits. Too many readers, it may
seem unnecessary to speak of such things are the use of liquor, narcotics and tobacco, but no
doubt there will be many among the readers of this book who are still in bondage to one or all of
these habits. It is a well known fact, substantiated by the best medical authorities, as well as
athletes, coaches and others interested in building strong bodies, that all these habits are injurious
to the body. Many diseases, especially of the heart and liver, are directly traceable to the use of
these drugs. It seems almost inconceivable that in the light of the plain declaration of God's
word,

1 Corinthians 3:17
"If any may defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are"

that any should expect healing from God, while still continuing to defile their bodies with these
recognized poisons. If you are among those who are still in bondage to any of these habits, make
this the time when your body shall be set free from such bondage. No doubt, when you attempt
to lay them aside, you will soon realize how real was the bondage. Any wholesome food can
easily be replaced by another of the same food value, but nothing else can take the place of
tobacco, or liqueur, or dope to the one who has been living under bondage to them.

But God has said,

John 8:36
"If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed."

If you will recognize this filthy habit as a bondage, and look to God for grace, THE LORD
WILL SET YOU FREE! 

Then when you have been delivered through the power of God from the disease which has been
troubling you, the cause of the disease will also be gone, and you can STAY well.

God has chosen in this generation to take up His abode in human bodies, as is evident by many
Scriptures, including 1 Corinthians 3:16, quoted above. 

1 Corinthians 6:19
"What know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost?"
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Thus each of us who are His, are made caretakers of His temples. This is a sacred trust and
responsibility. God is not glorified by our abuse of our bodies.

Carelessly exposing the body to extremes of temperature, or to the germs of contagious diseases,
comes under the heading of "tempting God", and may readily bring about sickness. If these
things are necessary, we may claim God's protection, and need not be in bondage to fear , so long
as we walk by faith.

No discussion of the causes of sickness could be complete without speaking of demon possession
and oppression.

There are many diseases and sicknesses that are easily identified and in many instances it is not
difficult to determine their cause. In the case of Job, 

Job 2:7
"Satan went forth - and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot to his crown."

Boils are caused by a germ. Thus, it becomes apparent that Satan is responsible for the
germ-caused diseases, of which there are many.

It may be more difficult to determine the exact nature and cause of other infirmities, but in order
to do so, a person need not search further than the Bible. Contrary to general opinion, but
according to the Bible, much sickness is due to afflicting spirits, or demons. The Bible teaches
that there are many different kinds of evil spirits. Each has power to afflict the body in a different
way. Many people are deaf, dumb, or both, because of the presence of deaf or dumb spirits.
There are spirits that cause blindness. Malignant growth, such as cancer, tumor, cataract, have
their being as the result of the presence of demon power. The Scripture speaks of foul spirits,
unclean spirits, spirits of infirmity, and many others.

It may safely be said that perhaps most disease, and no doubt ALL malignant growths, such as
cancer and tumor, are caused by an inhabiting demon. The life in a cancer or tumor certainly has
a diabolical nature. When the demon is cast out, the cancer or tumor dies, and the tumor
disappears.

In all cases, sickness is caused either directly or indirectly by the devil or his agencies (demons).
The causes of disease mentioned in this chapter, as sin and disobedience, really just open the
door through which Satan has entrance to afflict the body.

A most extreme case of demon possession is found in Mark 5. Here a legion of demons have
taken possession of one man. From a study of this case, the maniac was in need of mental rather
than physical healing. He was strong physically, so strong that chains could not hold him. No
man could tame him. He tore off his clothing and dwelt among the tombs. In bringing
deliverance to this mental case, Christ cast out the unclean spirits (verse 13). These entered into
two thousand swine. The swine ran quickly down a steep place as the demons were gone, he was
normal again. The people from the city observed that he was "clothed and in his right mind."
Verse 15.
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No doubt many such cases are filling our psychopathic hospitals and insane asylums today, who
could find real deliverance. God has provided that deliverance through His Son, Jesus Christ.

Another case of possession is described in Mark 9:14-29. In this scene, a father has brought a son
who "foameth, and gnasheth with the teeth and pineth away." Matthew adds, "He is a lunatic and
falleth into the fire, and oft into the water." Matthew 17:15. This is a description of thousands of
sufferers today, young and old. It is the opinion of the author that these will never be cured by
medical science. There is but one cure. 

Matthew 17:18
"And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him; and the child was cure that very hour."

Many people suffering from this type of demon possession today have been treated by many
physicians, but to no avail. Faith takes more that mere medicine or drugs to drive out the devil. It
can only be done in the mighty name of Jesus!

"In my name shall they cast out devils," Mark 16:17.

Insanity is by no means the only type of demon possession.

Matthew 9:32
"Behold, they brought unto him a dumb man possessed with a devil. And when the devil was
cast out, the dumb spake."

Many who are in this same condition today will never speak until the devil is cast out in Jesus
name. It has been our privilege to see many who had been afflicted in this way, IMMEDIATELY
begin to speak.

Let us next examine a man who is not only dumb, but also blind. Let us see according to God,
the cause of his condition. 

Matthew 12:22
"Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb; and he healed him
insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw."

So we see that demons cause blindness.

There are deaf and dumb spirits. In Mark 9:25 Christ said, "Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge
thee, come out of him."

Luke 13:11
"And behold there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed
together, and could in no way lift up herself."

Suppose this woman should go to one of the modern clinics. Her case would probably be
diagnosed as "incurable," although some treatments might be recommended. However, she
would receive no relief. This woman was bound by the devil. (See verse 16). Jesus loosed her
and immediately she was made straight (Verse 13). This woman was not in need of pills. Pills, no
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matter what color or shape or size, could never have driven out the devil of an afflicting spirit.
No amount of drugs taken from a bottle, even though the prescription was given by your family
physician or your favorite specialist, would bring deliverance in this case. Surgery, no matter
how skillful, would never have brought relief to this woman, because a mere knife under the
most skilled hand could not remove the spirit which caused this womans condition. While
surgery brings relief and in many instances effects, with the help of another, a cure, it must be
recognized that many people have operation after operation, and their conditions continues the
same or even grows worse.

We have no quarrel with the medical profession. Rather, we thank God for trained men who are
relieving the suffering of many who do not have faith to trust God. Yet they cannot help in every
case, and do not claim to. Although many people in the world today have received help from
physicians, many others are like the woman in the eighth chapter of Luke, of whom it is said, she
"had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any." Luke 8:43. This
woman, who, from the medical point of view, was a hopeless case, received instant and perfect
deliverance when she came to Jesus. If you too, are in this condition, why not follow her
example? Press through the multitude of doubts, fears, false teachings, and discouragements,
touch the hem of His garment, by faith. Only believe, for all things are possible to him that
believeth. Jesus Christ will gladly become your "family physician," for His name is
JEHOVAH-RAPHA - the Lord THY Healer! Jesus, the Great Physician, is the only one who can
absolutely GUARANTEE to heal you, if you will commit yourself fully into His hands, and
follow His instructions.

 

CHAPTER 5

THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF FAITH

Mark 5:34
"Thy faith hath made thee whole."

Matthew 9:29
"According to YOUR FAITH so be it unto you."

Matthew 8:13
"AS THOU HAST BELIEVED so be it unto thee."

James 1:6,7
"He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. Let not that man
think that he shall receive ANYTHING of the Lord."

A certain woman (Mark 5:24-34) had an issue of blood twelve years. This woman had suffered
many things of many physicians, had spent all she had, but instead of getting better, she rather
grew worse. Finally, hearing of Jesus, she touched His garment and as made whole. What made
this woman whole? Many will say, "Christ." In a sense, that is right, for without touching him,
she could never have been healed. But after she was healed, Christ Himself said, "Daughter,
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THY FAITH hath made thee whole" Verse 34. Then, according to Jesus' own words, it was HER
FAITH that made her whole. She would never have overcome the difficulties in her path which
seemingly made it impossible for her to touch Him, had she not had FAITH!

At another time (Matthew 9:27), two blind men came to Jesus for healing. He touched their eyes,
and they were opened. What was it that opened the blind eyes? After Jesus touched them, He
declared, "According to YOUR FAITH so be it unto you." Then, in reality, it was their faith, in
cooperation with the power of God through Jesus Christ, which brought about their healing.

Jesus said to the centurion, "AS THOU HAST BELIEVED so be it done unto thee." Matthew
8:13.

In reading the New Testament accounts of healing in the ministry of Jesus and his early
followers, we find many such statements as these.

All the promises of God are conditioned upon faith. There is no other way to receive anything
from God. James states this fact in the plainest possible language.

James 1:6,7
"Let him ASK IN FAITH NOTHING WAVERING. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the
sea driven with the wind and tossed. LET NOT THAT MAN THINK HE SHALL RECEIVE
ANYTHING OF THE LORD."

Faith is an ABSOLUTE NECESSITY before one can receive ANYTHING from God.

Many have a mistaken idea today, that since many are exercising the gifts of healing and
miracles, all that is need is to get into one of these meetings where the gifts are being exercised,
and that they will be healed, without necessity of faith on their part. They think that the gift of
healing will take the place of their own faith in God. This is unscriptural! The gift of healing
WILL NOT take the place of your own faith in God.

There is no doubt that Christ exercised ALL the gifts of the Spirit, including healings and
miracles. Yet, when He went to Nazareth,

Mark 6:5
"He could there do NO MIGHTY WORK, save that he laid his hands upon a few sick fold, and
healed them."

Matthew 13:58
"And he did not many mighty works there, because of their unbelief."

The gifts of healing possessed by the Lord Himself, did not bring healing, independent of their
faith. Neither will the gift of healing exercised by men of God today bring healing to you unless
you have faith.

Paul met a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet. Paul said to the man with a loud voice,
"Stand upright on thy feet." Acts 14:10. The man was healed immediately, and leaped and
walked! Notice that according to verse 9, that before Paul commanded him to stand upon his feet,
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he PERCEIVED THAT HE HAD FAITH TO BE HEALED. Although Paul exercised the gifts of
healing and miracles, he recognized that they were insufficient in themselves, without faith on
the part of the person in need of healing, to bring about the desired result.

When Christ healed the woman of Mark 5:25, He did not say, "Daughter, my gift hath made thee
whole," but rather "THY FAITH hath made thee whole." To the blind, He did not say,
"According to my gift," but "According to YOUR FAITH so be it unto you." To the impotent
man, Paul didnt say, "Alright, fellow, get a card and get in line. Ive got the gift of healing."
Rather, Paul looked the situation over first and discerned that the man had faith to be health!
How marvelous a privilege today to be able to attend meetings where Gods anointed men are
bringing deliverance in that name of Jesus! But this in itself is not enough. If Christ Himself
were conducting the meetings and laying His hands upon the sick today. He would no doubt say
to them as in the days of old, "THY FAITH HAS MADE THEE WHOLE!"

Many confess that they do not have much faith and wonder if it isnt impossible for them to be
healed through some other persons faith. I have had many to say to me, "I do not have any faith,
but can't I be healed through your faint?"

The Scripture states that,

James 5:16
"The prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

But GODS GUARANTEE is to those who themselves have faith! If a person received healing
without himself having faith, it would certainly be the exception, and not the rule laid down in
Gods Word.

You might be healed through anothers faith, but how would you keep that healing? Faith is
necessary, not only to receive healing, but to retain it, for Satan is not easily defeated. Almost
without exception when a person has been healed, he will immediately be attacked by Satan, in
an attempt to snatch from him the gift which God has given. Thus it can be readily seen that if
your healing depended upon anothers faith, Satan would only have to wait until the other person
was not present to find you utterly defenseless, and take your healing from you. This is the
reason many are suffering today from diseased from which they had once been healed. Do not be
discouraged if your faith is low. The next chapter is written with YOU in mind. It will build your
faith, if you follow its instructions. Read it prayerfully and obediently, and not that as you do the
flame of your faith will burn brighter and brighter.

 

CHAPTER 6

HAVE THE FAITH THAT GOD GIVES

In the preceding chapter we found that faith is an absolute requirement for healing. There are
thousands of promises in God's Word. Every one is conditioned upon faith. Faith that you can
have! Faith that God gives!
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Christ, on His way to Bethany one day, cursed a fig tree because it produced no fruit (Mark
11:12). He declared that no man would eat fruit of that tree there after. A mighty miracle had
been performed, although it was not immediately apparent. Faith had been exercised. The
following morning, the disciples again saw the fig tree, but it was dried up at the roots. Peter
spoke out his amazement at finding that the tree was withered away. Jesus answered him,

Mark 11:22,23
"HAVE FAITH IN GOD. For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this mountain
be thou removed, and be cast thou into the sea, AND SHALL NOT DOUBT IN HIS HEART, he
shall have whatsoever he saith." 

It is plain here to see that Christ meant that the same faith He exercised could be had by others.
Really, He is telling them that they can have the FAITH OF GOD, literally, the faith that God
gives! God does give faith. God gives faith to every person who wants it badly enough to pay the
price required. That price is obedience, godliness, holiness, following in the footsteps of Jesus,
living free from condemnation, and walking in the full light of the Scriptures.

The Apostle John declares, "If our heart condemn us not then (and then only), have we
confidence toward God." 1 John 3:21. Faith and confidence are the same thing. Webster defines
faith as "complete confidence in a person." Surely, no one can merit our complete confidence
more fully than God!

Faith is not a mysterious feeling thrilling up and down ones spine. Faith is a common every day
thing which is evidenced in all the activities of daily life. You write a letter, go to the post office,
buy a tiny stamp for three cents. place it on the corner of the envelope, drop the letter into the
slot - having complete confidence that the person to whom you addressed the letter will have it
within a few days. You do not have a sudden overwhelming feeling that your friend will receive
the letter. It just doesnt enter your mind to doubt that he will receive the letter.

Some people have more faith in Uncle Sam than in Jesus.

Yet there is no reason to doubt the promises of God, if we have carried out our part.

If the letter wasnt placed in the post office, or if the stamp was left off, there might be reason to
doubt that our friend will receive the letter.

If we refuse or neglect to do our part in getting our petitions up to God, there is no reason to
expect an answer from Him. But if we do our part, God ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEES to His
part. The healing is ours!

Now that we know what we are trying to obtain, let us consider the Scriptural methods of
obtaining it. No matter how trustworthy an acquaintance my be, we can never feel entirely sure
that he merits complete confidence until we are thoroughly acquainted with him. This is the
reason many people fail to trust God. We become acquainted with God, through walking with
Him day by day, and through reading His Word, "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God." Romans 10:17.
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Read Gods Word. Read it as you would a letter from a trusted friend. Consider it the FINAL
AUTHORITY. Turn resolutely away from those books and conversations which question the
truth of Gods Word.

Jesus accused a religious group in His day of "Making the word of God of none effect through
your traditions." Mark 7:13, and of "teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." Mark
7:7. Many preachers (not to say ministers of the Gospel) today set at naught the promises of God,
basing their teachings upon the things that they observed around them, rather than upon the
Word of God. Faith can only be built upon the power and success of the Word of God, never
upon our own or another's weaknesses and failures.

Then faith having been planted in the heart through the Word must be watered and nourished
through a genuine love for God. "Perfect love casteth out fear." 1 John 4:18. Fear is the direct
opposite of faith. It is the murderer of faith. There is no fear in love. You cannot have faith if you
do not love God. You can hope He will heal. You may say, "I know He is able." But you cannot
have faith.

If you love God you will keep His commandments. John 14:15, 21, 23. This is the reason many
fail to have faith. "Faith worketh by love." Galatians 5:6. Love is manifested by obedience.
Disobedience to the known will of God is poison to faith. Lack of desire to learn the will of God
will bring the same results, for if I love Him, I will be concerned to know His will.

It is the belief of the writer that the greatest hindrance to faith today is disobedience. John says,

1 John 3:21,22
"Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever
we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep his commandments, and those things that are
pleasing in his sight."

Real living, vital faith is impossible to people who are living in disobedience to God's
commandments, and are out of harmony with the personality and the Spirit of God.

Many people today who profess to be Christians are living constantly under condemnation for
sin and disobedience to the known will and Word of God. Such a person can never have real
faith, the faith that God gives, until first he has repented of his sins and turned his back upon
them. For then and then only will that conscience toward God, which brings perfect confidence,
or faith.

The confidence of some may be destroyed because of living in the condemnation that light (the
light of the Scriptures concerning the Baptism of the Holy Ghost) is come into the world, and
they have not walked into that light. They know that they should have this glorious experience,
but have not met the conditions to receive it.

"Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?" Acts 19:2. surely this cannot be termed an
unfair question to Christians. Paul asked this question of a group of twelve believers at Ephesus.
It is an experience that every Christian should have. Not only because God commanded it,
although that should be reason enough, but because the Christian NEEDS it, that he may be
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ready to receive power to work and witness for his LORD.

In the New Testament Church every member was filled with the Holy Ghost. All Christian
individuals and groups spoken of through the New Testament were baptized with the Holy
Ghost, as a separate, different experience from conversion, and coming after conversion. The
disciples of Jesus were all saved, inasmuch as Christ had commissioned them to preach the
Gospel and to heal the sick, and had given them power and authority over devils. Luke 9:1-2.
Their names were written in Heaven (Luke 10:20), an evident sign that they were saved. Yet
Jesus

Acts 1:4
"Commanded them that they should not depart form Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which, sayeth, ye have heard of me, for John truly baptized with water but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence."

Luke 24:49
"And behold, I send the promise of the Father upon you; but TARRY YE in the city of Jerusalem
UNTIL YE BE ENDUED WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH."

This is not only a commandment to these few people in days gone by but for Christians
everywhere today, for after Peter had been filled with the Holy Spirit, preaching his first Holy
Ghost sermon, he said, 

Acts 2:38,39
"Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call."

Many consider the Baptism of the Holy Ghost a mere privilege, instead of a direct command.
However, it is a command, for Paul said, 

Ephesians 5:18
"Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess, but be filled with the Spirit."

Since this is a command, one must be obedient to Gods command. Those who have come into
the light of Gods truth are expected to walk in that light; failure to do so brings condemnations.

John 3:19
"And this is the condemnation, that light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds were evil."

Many people today are living more or less under condemnation because they have not made a
consecration of full obedience, that they might receive this glorious experience, the Baptism of
the Holy Ghost.

It is plain, from Acts 5:32, that those who have been obedient HAVE received THE HOLY
GHOST. "And we are witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God
HATH GIVEN TO THEM THAT OBEY HIM." Then, my friends, if you have not been filled
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with the Holy Ghost, it is evident, from this verse, that you have not yet been fully obedient.
Then you could have done only one other thing - disobeyed. Disobedience is sin. Sin brings
condemnation. Condemnation destroys faith.

John 15:7
"If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye WILL, and it shall be done
unto you."

One must ABIDE IN CHRIST before he is in a position to exercise real faith, before he can
receive the faith that God gives. God does not give faith to people who do not abide in Him. If
He did, anyone - even the drunkard, the harlot, the thief, the murderer, the enemies of the
kingdom of God could be able to have and exercise faith and receive from God, ANYTHING
they would ask. But since the blessings of God are for those who serve God and put Him first in
their lives, one must abide in Christ before faith can actually be exercised.

Now let us look into Gods Word for the definition of abiding in Christ.

1 John 2:6
"He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked."

In this verse, it is quite plain that if we profess to abide in Christ, we should be walking as He
walked. Then, friend, if you are not walking as Christ walked, you are not abiding in Him. No
wonder you have no faith! Your sin and disobedience has destroyed your faith. You can never be
on real faith ground until you begin to abide in Christ, and walk as Christ walked. This is not
only possible, but is Gods command.

1 Peter 2:21,22
"Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should FOLLOW HIS STEPS, who
did NO sin."

Christ did not live in habitual sin. He did not make excuses for sin. He resisted the devil, and
temptation, although He was 

Hebrews 4:15
"Tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin."

He is our example. And He stands ready to help us to walk as He walked - in His steps.

1 John 3:6
"Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not."

The author is aware that this teaching is contrary to much religious teaching today. He is also
aware that multitudes of people, claiming to believe in divine healing, and to be children of God,
have been prayed for again and again, without being able to exercise faith for healing. This
matter is of sufficient importance to make it worth while to face facts, regardless of opinions.
There is a reason why these people continue on in their sickness, pains and diseases, and cannot
receive healing for their sick bodies. And it is not because God is a respecter of persons. Often it
is because the person who needed healing has not paid the price of faith, which is obedience and
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holiness. 

Hope is available to people without holiness, BUT FAITH IS NOT!

If people without holiness could have faith, then people who can never see God, could have
anything they desire from God, for God guarantees to those who have faith,

Matthew 21:22
"Whatsoever ye he shall ask in prayer, BELIEVING ye SHALL RECEIVE."

And God has also said.

Hebrews 12:14
"Follow peace and holiness, with out which no man shall see the Lord."

It is a general teaching today that everyone sins all the time; that it is impossible to live above
sin; that as long as one is in this world he must partake of a certain number of sins of this life.
Teachers of this doctrine quote numerous Scriptures that pertain only to the unregenerate man,
who has never had an experience of salvation. But God says,

1 Peter 1:16
"Be ye holy, for I am holy."

Paul says,

1 Corinthians 15:34
"Awake to righteousness and SIN NOT, for some have not the knowledge of God. I speak this to
your shame."

The people who are finding excuse for heir habitual sin, according to this verse, do not have the
knowledge of God. This is a SHAME! It is evident that such professed Christian do not read
their Bibles.

After Jesus had healed a man, He found him in the temple, and said to him,

John 5:14
"Behold thou art made whole, SIN NO MORE lest a worse thing come upon thee."

To the woman of Samaria, Christ Himself said, "Go and SIN NO MORE." John 8:11.

1 John 2:1
"My little children, these things write I unto you that YOU SIN NOT."

Paul settled the sin question, when he said, (Romans 6:1,2). "What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin that grace may abound? GOD FORBID!"

When people again share that attitude of Christ concerning the same question, and begin to abide
in God, multitudes will again be healed, and books like this will be unnecessary. But until people
are enlightened and learn the truth, books like this must be written. Numberless people today are
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asking the question, "Why wasnt I healed?"

The answer is simple: no faith, or insufficient faith. There is more than one reason for lack of
faith, but the main reason is lack of holiness. Another outstanding reason is the common neglect
of Bible study.

No wonder faith is so low in the hearts of so many. The price of faith has been established. It has
been set by God Himself. Love God. Read His Word. Obey His commands. Believe His
promises.

To some, this may seem to be an impossible price, but God has enabled man to pay it. The same
Christ who saves from sin will keep those who desire to be kept by His mighty power.

2 Thessalonians 3:3
"The Lord is faithful, who shall establish you and keep you from evil."

Jude 24
"Now unto him that is able to keep your from falling and to present your faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy."

God has not only commanded that we abide in Him, but has made it possible by giving His
children power to resist the devil in temptation.

1 Corinthians 10:13
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: But God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."

The author has found that those who have a real desire to please God, those who read their Bibles
and pray, are attaining holiness. It is these same people who are shouting the victory over
sickness and disease and the power of the enemy. God has given them faith.

Faith is listed as one of the nine gifts of the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:9. Time and space will not
permit us to dwell at length upon faith as one of the nine gifts. Suffice it to say that the faith
mentioned here is a gift of the Spirit, GIVEN BY THE SPIRIT. The church is admonished in
verse 31 to covet earnestly the best gifts.

All Christians have a certain amount of faith. It is impossible even to be save without faith. At
the moment of salvation faith begins to grow, as a fruit, for faith is a fruit of the Spirit, as well as
a spiritual gift. Galatians 5:22. As some trees in an orchard produce very little fruit, or fruit of
power quality, so some Christians seem to produce very little of the fruit of the Spirit. Fruit must
first bud, then grow and develop. For proper development of the fruit of faith, it must be
nourished, even as the fruit in the orchard. Since faith cometh by hearing the Word of God, the
Christian should read the Word of God often. Memorize many of the promises of God that
pertain to healing. Stand upon them. Quote them again and again. In this way, faith will grow.

Faith must be built upon the Word of God, and ONLY upon the Word of God. Experiences and
the testimonies of others merely bring hope, not faith. Faith cannot be built merely upon the
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experiences of others. It cannot be built upon ones feelings, nor upon that which has been seen.
The things one sees take place as the mighty power of God works to heal those who have come
in the healing lines will cause hope to spring up in the heart, but this is not faith. It is helpful to
faith, but cannot take the place of faith, "FAITH COMETH BY HEARING, AND HEARING
BY THE WORD OF GOD." Romans 10:17. Base your faith upon the Word of God
EXCLUSIVELY. Dont talk in terms of what you may or may not feel. People who gauge their
healing by their feeling never credit anything to Gods Word. The person who accepts Gods Word
as true IN HIS OWN CASE whether the results are visible and feel-able or not, will soon see and
feel the results, for this is the faith that God gives. Real faith is simply, TAKING GOD AT HIS
WORD.

The more of Gods Word you have hidden in your heart, the easier it is to believe, or exercise
faith in that Word.

There are many hindrances to faith. This subject will be dealt with in the next chapter. Read it
carefully and prayerfully, and follow the instructions therein and the God who never fails will
surely reward your obedience with a real, vital, living faith. THE FAITH THAT GOD GIVES!
The faith that can claim God's guarantee of healing which cannot fail.

 

CHAPTER 7

HINDRANCES TO FAITH

1 Peter 3:7
"That your prayers be not hindered."

Faith is taking God at His Word. It is easy to see that sin would prevent one having faith to
accept healing, since Gods own Word DOES NOT PROMISE healing to the sinner.

John 9:31
"We know that God heareth not sinners."

The only promises Gods Word that apply to sinners, are promises to forgive sins repented of, and
promises of judgment for sins not repented of. The promises of healing and of answers to prayer
are for obedient children of God. 

John 15:7
"IF YE ABIDE IN ME AND MY WORDS ABIDE IN YOU, ye shall ask what ye will and it
shall be done unto you."

Abiding in Christ guarantees to you the answer to your prayer. Failure to abide in Him may well
be placed first in any list of hindrances to faith, for it nullifies Gods guarantee.

Abiding in Christ is not church membership. It is not being kind to your neighbors. It is not even
singing in the choir, teaching a Sunday School class, preaching or praying. It is living in the
Word of God, by the Word of God, and in joyful fellowship with God.
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Romans 8:1
"There is... No condemnation to them which are IN Christ Jesus."

Some ask God, and receive. Others ask in the same words, and receive nothing. This is not a
matter of words, and receive nothing. This is not a matter of chance, nor of respect of persons,
but of faith.

James 4:3
"Ye ask and receive not because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts."

This kind of asking can never be done in faith. There may be a desire to be well, and even a hope
that "it may work." But there cannot be faith, for there is not promise upon which faith can be
based. There are those who desire healing in order to be better able to carry on their sinful
pursuits. A dancer who became paralyzed through an accident desired healing so that she might
go back to her dancing. A society lady wanted healing for her drawn and crippled hands in order
to be able to deal the cards more gracefully. Simon the sorcerer (Acts 8) desired to be able to
impart the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, so that he might turn this gift to his own
financial profit. god does not give faith to such people. Used indiscriminately, by those who were
governed by their own lust, it could even be dangerous. For this reason, it is given only to those
who abide in Christ, and in whom His Words abide. Only these can be trusted to use such a
mighty power.

Those who abide in Christ are not condemned.

1 John 3:21,22
"If our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God; and whatsoever we ask we
receive of him, because we keep his commandments and do those things which are pleasing in is
sight."

This is Gods formula for faith. Until you have met this condition, you cannot have faith. You
may be persuaded that God is able to heal you, but you can only hope that He will, for He has not
promised to do it while you live in sin, under condemnation.

I may know a millionaire, who could easily give me a thousand dollars. I know he could do it.
He may even have given one of my friends a thousand dollars. I may even have seen the check. I
may need it very badly, and hope fervently that he will somehow decide to give me a thousand
dollars, but I have no real reason to believe that he will unless he says that he will.

Gods power is sufficient to heal, as well as to save EVERYBODY. But His promise is to heal
those who keep His commandments and walk in His statutes, and those who believe Him, that all
His Words are truth. 

Condemnation is no doubt the greatest hindrance to faith. A few of the things which bring
condemnation to Christians, hindering faith, will be mentioned here. Let the reader be reminded
that anything which is of a disobedient, ungodly, unholy nature is a hindrance to faith.

Peter exhorts husbands and wives in regard to their relationship:



God's Guarantee to Heal You file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/thomas_h2/Desktop/God's%2...

37 of 72 9/28/2005 11:59 AM

1 Peter 3:1,7
"Likewise ye wives be in subjection to your husbands, that if any obey not the word, they also
may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives. Likewise, ye husbands, dwell
with them according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life; THAT YOUR PRAYERS BE NOT HINDERED."

The faith many is hindered because scriptural relationship in the home. But unscriptural attitudes
toward our fellow men outside the home can also be a great hindrance to faith.

Mark 11:24,25
"What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them and ye shall have
them. And when ye stand praying, forgive if ye have ought against any."

An unforgiving spirit hinders faith.

Many professed Christians live under constant condemnation because they refuse to give God the
tithe which He declares to be His.

Leviticus 27:30
"The tithe is the Lords"

They are aware of the fact the Bible teaches consistent tithing, that a tenth of their increase
should be given to God for the support of the ministry. yet great numbers of church people refuse
to walk in the light of Gods Word. Many of these so-called "saints" help to make up the healing
lines. God calls them thieves. Malachi 3:8. If you have been robbing God, do not expect Him to
heal you until you have first asked His pardon and become a tither. True, the law required
tithing, but the tithe is older than the law. And Gods promises are still true.

Malachi 3:10
"Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me
now herewith, saith the lord of hosts, if I will not open you windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it."

Another hindrance to faith is found in James 5:16.

James 5:16
"Confess your faults one to another and pray one for another that ye may be healed."

Many people are quick to see the faults of others, but seemingly are blind to any faults of their
own. With this spirit, one could hardly expect to have faith to trust God for healing.

Few people claim to be perfect, yet when confronted with the idea that confessing of faults may
be necessary for their healing, there is usually not one fault which they are willing to confess.
While many receive immediate healing as they come in the healing line, it is a well known fact
that there are people all over that land today, who have passed through many healing lines and
yet are not healed. These are the people who need to call in help - according to James 5:14, the
elders of the church and with much heart-searching and prayer trace out in their lives the reason
the healing has been withheld. Then when the light of God has revealed to his honest, seeking
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heart the cause of his failure to be healed, he should confess that fault to those who are praying
with him, asking their prayers that the fault may be overcome. Then, in answer to the united
prayers of the sick person and the elders who have been called in to help him, Satan can be
driven from the field, a double victory won. The bondage of both sin and sickness will be
broken.

Those who hear such confession MUST remember that in the cause of Christian brotherhood
they are under obligation to speak to no one but to God of the faults which have been so
confessed.

Unwillingness to confess faults usually indicates an unwillingness to forsake them, or else a lack
of confidence in the power of God to deliver from them. This is one of the greatest hindrances to
faith

We are warned in Gods Word that in the last days there shall be those in the world

II Timothy 3:5
"Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof."

Surely this does not apply to those who make no profession of godliness, but to churches and
ministers who make loud professions of godliness, but deny that there is any supernatural power
in operation in the world today. They advise instead of conversion by means of a new birth, good
resolutions, church membership, or baptism. None of these things can change a heart.

Jesus said to one such religious man who had come to recognize the futility of his own doctrine
and sincerely sought Gods way,

John 3:7
"Ye must be born again."

Some who call themselves "Fundamentalists" accept this much of the miracle-working over of
God, but no more. They agree with Mark 16:16, 

Mark 16:16
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved."

But they deny the power of verse 17.

Mark 16:17
"These signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover."

They gather together in churches and sing their hymns, preach their sermons, pray their beautiful
prayers, some even baptize with water, and take the Lords Supper. They have all the outward
form of godliness. They are recognized by the world and by the government as "the church", but
they absolutely DENY THE POWER JESUS PROMISED TO LEAVE WITH THE GODLY. In
the same verse with the warning quoted as the beginning of this thought, God has told us clearly
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what to do if we are associated with such a group of people. "FROM SUCH TURN AWAY." II
Timothy 3:5.

Many fail to receive healing because they have not heeded this warning. The spark of faith has
begun to glow in their hearts, but instead of assembling themselves together with others of like
precious faith, greater faith, they insist upon remaining in the company of those who not only do
not believe in the miracle-working power of God, but openly deny that there is any such power.

Your personal faith has as good a chance of surviving in such circumstances as a coal of fire has
in a tub of ice water. God has not called you to remain in such an environment. It is very well to
tell them of what you have found in Gods word. If they also believe, you have won a friend in
Christ. But if they will not believe, then the Word of God is plain. Turn away from them, for they
have turned away their ears from the truth, and will turn you away from the truth also, if you
continue in their company.

Search the Scriptures. Build your faith upon the word of God, and then get into a church which
has done the same. Many, many people are hindered from receiving healing faith because they
have failed to heed this important warning of Gods Word.

God has guaranteed to heal those who ask in faith, without wavering.

The only way that Satan can prevent you from receiving the healing God has promised you, is to
keep you from asking in faith. This he accomplishes through tricking you into allowing some one
or more of these hindrances to remain in your life. Examine your heart and life today. Get rid of
the hindrances. Then you can come to God UNCONDEMNED.

I John 3:21,22
"If your heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. And whatsoever we ask,
we receive of him."

One of the most common hindrances to faith is found in the common misconceptions regarding
the teachings of Gods Word which will be discussed in the next chapter. These are largely due to
erroneous teaching, by those who do not themselves possess the power of God in their lives, and
make excuse for themselves by adjusting the teaching of Scripture to their own thinking. Of
these, Peter tells us that these people, though they may be very learned in the things of this
world, from Gods standpoint they are unlearned and unstable, and wrest the Scriptures, unto their
own destruction.

 

CHAPTER 8 

MISCONCEPTIONS IN REGARD TO HEALING

Many born again Christians, who are living sincerely and whole-heartedly for God, are sick, and
even remain sick after having been prayed for healing. This may be due to some misconception
in regard to the teachings of God's Word. They have not been able to understand that God
promises healing to ALL who ask in faith. They do not realize the extent of God's great
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guarantee of healing. Because of this misconception, they have asked wavering.

God says,

James 1:6,7
"Let him ask in faith, NOTHING WAVERING. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the
Lord."

Often these come for prayer with their minds made up that they DO believe, and that they will
not waver in faith. But when they face the situation, they find their faith wavers. They say, "I
really thought I was going to be healed this time, but I just cant seem to have enough faith."

These people really have faith, but their faith is made to waver by the entrance into their minds
of misconceptions regarding the Word of God, which have commonly been taught for doctrines,
but which really cannot be proven by the word of God. These are traditions of men which "Make
the word of God of none effect" (Mark 7:13) to the person who heeds them.

Jesus said of those who taught in this way,

Mark 7:7, Matthew 15:9.
"In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men."

God has guaranteed healing to His people, but those who profess to be His ministers have told
the people that He didnt mean what He said!

Most prominent among these misconceptions, is the idea that some cannot be healed because
they are sick for the glory of God. This teaching is based upon two misinterpreted incidents in
the ministry of Christ.

When Jesus was told that Lazarus was sick, he replied,

John 11:3
"This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified
thereby."

When Jesus finally came to Bethany, and was met by the sisters of Lazarus, He certainly was not
met with praise, nor were they glorifying God nor His Son. The Son of God was glorified WHEN
LAZARUS CAME FORTH FROM THE TOMB. Verse 44. 

In the other case, some of Jesus disciples questioned Him concerning a man born blind, whether
the man had sinned of his parents. (Note: This is an example of the attitude of that time regarding
the relation between sin and sickness.) Jesus answered,

John 9:3
"Neither hath this man sinned nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made
manifest in him."
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This does not infer that neither this man nor his parents had ever committed a sin, for we are told,

Romans 3:23
"All have sinned and come short of the glory of God."

Rather, this blindness, which was unusual, was not a direct punishment of unusual sin.

But if this man was blind for Gods glory, then Jesus was working against the glory of God, for
He gave sight that day to the man who was born blind. This mans blindness was not in itself a
glory to God. Rather his blindness was an occasion for the works of God to be made manifest in
him. God was glorified when those who had known him to have been born blind, saw that
suddenly he was able to see.

If you are sick for Gods glory, then let God be glorified NOW, by accepting healing from Him,
and witnessing to all about you of the mighty power of God, who delivers all those who trust in
Him!

Not once in all His earthly ministry did Jesus ever command any person to be sick, although He
commanded many to be well, and healed them with Is word. Not once did a sick person come to
Him asking to be healed and receive the answer, "It is Gods will for you to remain sick for His
glory."

Hebrews 13:8
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.

Then it is inconceivable that while He was here on earth He glorified the Father by healing

Matthew 4:23
"all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people".

but now having gone back to the Father, He is glorified by the people remaining patient in
affliction, declaring to all whom they meet that this sickness is an evidence of the love of God
toward them.

No wonder those who are not Christians, are not interested in sharing in such love!

Nowhere in the Word of God is sickness declared to be an evidence of Gods favor. Rather it is
the penalty for sin. (See Deuteronomy 28:22-28; and 61). The reward of obedience is health and
healing. (Exodus 15;26).

A glaring inconsistency in those who hold the view that sickness may be the will of god for
some, is that, while they do not come to God for healing, they seem to feel no qualms of
conscience in doing all that human power can do to ease pain and restore health. If sickness it
truly Gods will for them, should they try to escape it? Suppose I should say to you, "I am
laboring in this city for the glory of God. It is Gods will for me to labor here. But I will only stay
until I can somehow find a way to get away from here. I am leaving just as soon as I can earn,
beg or borrow the price of a bus ticket to take me away. I know it is Gods will for me to be here,
but He can only keep me here by making it impossible for me to leave!" These good people
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would be horrified, and would doubtless accuse me of being rebellious against God.
nevertheless, they say they are sick for gods glory ,yet it is very apparent that they will remain
that way only so long as it is impossible for them to make themselves well. its not his
inconsistent?

Sickness is NOT the will of God for His people. It is the work of the devil. It is the will of god
that His people "prosper and be in health." 1 John 2. Therefore let us come to God without
wavering, in full assurance that we are asking in His will."

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he
heareth us: and if we know that he hear us whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him".

1 John 5:14,15.

Those who insist that some are sick because it sis the will of God, strengthen their position by
quoting as examples a few cases in Scripture which they feel are circumstantial evidence that
God has chosen some of the best of his servants to be sick. At best, this is only circumstantial
evidence which has to be accepted "with reservations" in any court of law. Then, under careful
examination, these cases break down, even as circumstantial evidence.

Let us consider first the matter of Jobs boils. According to the testimony of God Himself, Job
was a perfect and upright man, in that he feared God and shunned evil." Job 1:8. No divinity or
superhuman perfection is attributed to Job.

Any Christian can and should be at least as perfect as was Job, for our opportunities and
privileges and power are far ahead of his. And Jesus Himself left us the commandment to be
"perfect, even as your Father in Heaven is perfect." Matthew 5:48. The Scriptures, which Job
never had the privilege of reading, because he lived before they were written, were given that the
man of God may be perfect." 2 Timothy 3:17.

No Christian is in the will of God, nor in a position to seek healing, who is satisfied with being
anything less than perfect. Though we may need to say with Paul, "Not as though I had already
attained, either were already perfect, but I follow after" (Philippians 3:12), let us keep this goal
constantly before us and earnestly "press toward the mark" at all times.

Never make excuse for imperfections. PERFECTION IS THE GOAL.

God accounted job as perfect, because he sincerely feared God, and eschewed (shunned, found
no pleasure in doing) evil. However, a careful study of the book of Job will reveal to the
thoughtful reader that there were reasons enough in Job himself for his trouble being allowed to
come upon him. God does not submit His faithful and beloved followers to the tortures of Satan
for no better reason than merely to prove a point to the devil. True enough, Hobs faithfulness
WAS proved, and Satans boast proved empty, but a far greater issue than that was involved in
the trial of Job. This book indicates that even a perfect man can be made better.

First, let us note that while Job was commended for his fear of God (Job 1:8), that this was not
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Jobs only fear. When he found that he was bereft of family and possessions, suffering in body,
scorned by his wife, misunderstood and accused by his friends, he cried out, "The thing which I
GREATLY FEARED is come upon me." Job 3:25.

Fear is not faith. Faith is our protection against sin and sickness, and our defense when these
enemies lay hold upon us. Satan saw it as a hedge round about Job, through which he could not
penetrate. But fear, being opposed to faint, makes an opening in the hedge through which Satan
may enter. Job is not to be condemned for his attitude, for he had not the Scriptures as we have
today. His knowledge of God and His dealings came only from oral tradition, and an incomplete
direct personal revelation of God. (Note: Job is generally recognized as the first written book of
the Bible.) Since faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God, it is little wonder that
Job should have failed to have fight sufficient to protect him from Satans attack.

But having Gods glorious promises so easily accessible, let us grasp them by faith and step forth
into the glorious liberty of the sons of God, rather than remain grubbing in Jobs ash heap for an
excuse to remain in bondage to sickness and oppression of Satan.

God did not afflict Job (Job 2:7): "Satan smote Job with sores boils" Even this he could not do
without Gods permission.

In his desperation, Job examined his attitude toward God, and through the struggles of his soul,
found a new relationship with God. True, he had feared God, and had striven to do right and to
avoid evil, but now, when his wife urged him to curse God and die (Job 2:9), and his friends
accused him of every kind of sin, calling them by name, job discovered that only one thing
remained a firm anchor in his fast changing world. In his anguish he cried, "Though he slay me,
yet will I trust him." Job 13:15. God could not disregard such faith as that. Immediately God
began to work toward Jobs deliverance. he revealed Himself to Job in such a glorious flash of
splendor as has seldom been equaled in His dealings with any one ma. In the light of this
revelation, Job had a fine opportunity to compare his own righteousness with that of his maker,
and found himself sadly lacking. He approached God then, not in a spirit of self righteousness,
but in true humility and repentance (Job 42:6) mixed with faith. He was even willing to pray for
the deliverance of his accusers, and 

"the Lord turned again the captivity of Job when he prayed for his friends" Job 42:10.

But the most beautiful part of the whole story is found in the concluding verses of the book of
Job. After Job had repented of his self righteousness and lack of trust, and has proven his
humility and forgiveness by praying for his friends, and God had set him free from the
CAPTIVITY of Satan, we see Job restored to all his former glory, and even more than he had at
the beginning. He lived another one hundred and forty years, and there is no record that he ever
had another boil to annoy him in all that time!

If you have been following Jobs example, sitting in the ash heap bemoaning your fate, and
blaming it upon God, better take another look at your example. Place your trust in God, as Job
did, though it may seem to lead only to death. Start searching the Scriptures, reading prayerfully,
and as though you had never heard those explanations men have added by their traditions. Look
to God HIMSELF to find the caus of your sicknes, and when you ahve found the casue GET RID
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OF IT. Like Job, you will be set free from bondage. God is just the same today! The enemies of
the gospel of healing have attempted to point out that if an example can be found of one who was
a true child of God, whom God could not or would not heal, no guarantee can be given that God
will heal all who meet the conditions. Seeing beforehand this attempt to discredit His work, the
Lord has carefully shown us in His Word the REASONS for those sicknesses which did persist
for a time in the presence of the mighty miracle-working powers of Christ "worked... confirming
the word with sins following." Mark 16:20.

In this regard we will deal briefly with the cases often mentioned, having to do with the ministry
of Paul, by whose hands God wrought special miracles (Acts 19:11,12) so that not only those
whom he touched were healed, but even men and women who were hindered from contacting
him personally were healed of diseases and delivered from evil spirits, when handkerchiefs of
aprons were brought to them from Pauls body.

We are told that his fellow soldier and companion in labor, Epaphroditus, became sick while in
the company of Paul that he was nigh unto death. In fact, these are Pauls own words (Philippians
2:27). However, Paul does not stop here, but in the same verse declares that "God had mercy on
him," so that now he is able to make the long journey from Rome to Philippi, despite the
difficulty of such a journey in those times, showing the Philippians by his presence, the greatness
of the power and love of God in his behalf. Not only this, but in verse 30, Paul explains the
reason for the sickness. "Because of the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his
life, to supply your lack of service toward me."

The gifts of healing do not guarantee an unlimited supply of strength and energy to the human
body. It is possible even in so worthy a work as carrying the Gospel and praying for the sick, to
tax the body beyond what God has made it able to endure, with sickness as a result. But even
here God shows Himself merciful, and, while a period of absolute rest, or convalescence, may be
required, there is no need to be permanently defeated because of a nervous breakdown or other
illness caused by overwork.

Then we are told that even Paul had his private physician - Luke = who traveled with him to
watch after his health. It is true that Luke had been trained as a physician (Col. 4:14). However,
there is as much reason to declare that Jesus took Matthew with Him as His private tax collector,
as to assert that Luke was chosen to go with Paul because of his skill as a physician. There is no
record in the Scripture that Luke ever treated either Paul or any sick person in any place that they
visited, in the capacity of a physician. Only once is his being a physician mentioned. As author
of the books of Luke and Acts, he records many miraculous healings. It is noteworthy that every
one of them is recorded as one hundred percent miraculous. Never once is it recorded that either
Luke or any other physician applied any medical aid as supplemental to the miracle-working
power of God. No doubt, Luke, being a physician, was especially impressed with the ease with
which Christ and his Spirit-filled disciples relieved diseases which the physicians had spent
much time and effort trying in vain to heal. In fact, it is Luke who records that "A woman having
an issue of blood twelve years, WHCIH HAD SPENT ALL HERL LIVING UPON
PHYSICIANS, NEITHER COULD BE HEALED OF ANY, came behind him and touched the
border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood was staunched." Luke 8:43,44.
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No doubt is it true that faithful physicians have relieved much human suffering, but there are
plenty of people in the world today who have never learned of the healing power of God, to keep
all the physicians busy, and to fully justify their existence in the world. Let us know the Great
Physician, wait at His feet instead of in the overcrowded waiting room of the earthly physician,
to find relief, full and free, with out money and without price, and may we add, with out
medicine or surgery, that our bodies may be well and strong for his glory. Surely He is worthy of
every testimonial to His skill and faithfulness that His loving followers can give.

If many who have been long sick would spend half the time waiting upon God that they have
spent waiting to be treated by some of the famous physicians of out time if only they would be as
diligent to heed His directions and carry out His commands as they are in having prescriptions
filled and carrying out the orders given by earthy physicians - there would be no need for the
question, considered in the next chapter, "WHY MANY DO NOT RECEIVE HEALING." They
would be healed.

Start today to examine yourself according to the Word of God. Find what he says to do and DO
IT. These treatments are not in the experimental stage. They are tried and proven -
unconditionally guaranteed to be one hundred per cent effective when used according to
instructions.

As a final proof that God denies healing to some, they quote, "Lest I should be exalted above
measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I
besought the lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for ghee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I take pleasure in my
infirmities." 2 Corinthians 12:7-10.

Whatever Pauls thorn may have been, Gods grace was purely sufficient for him, for the list of his
achievements and sufferings given in Chapter 11 would certainly be a sufficient test of grace.
But to say that Pauls thorn was a physical defect would certainly require some backing beyond
what is found in this passage of scripture, for sickness is not mentioned. The strongest advocates
of the idea what the thorn was a physical weakness dare not go further that to say, "It has been
conjectured that Pauls thorn in the flesh was chronic ophtalmia." (Scholfield Bible, page 1239.)

Surely in the face of the glorious promises of healing given boldly in the Word of God,
something stronger than a mere conjecture that Paul was sick, should be required to cancel such
strong promises.

The term, "thorn in the flesh," has been so commonly connected in our thinking with sickness
that it has come to have that meaning to many readers of Scripture. But let us examine its use in
other scriptures, to see if that was the thought of the writer.

In Numbers 33:55, the Israelites were warned, "If ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land
from before you, hen it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain shall be pricks in your
eyes and THORNS IN YOUR SIDES." This warning is repeated in Joshua 23:13 and in Judges
2:3. Thus the thorn refers, not to something within the body, but to annoyance from without,
causes by people. Paul speaks of his particular thorn as being "a messenger of Satan to buffet
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me."

The word "buffet" means to strike as with the hand; to contend with.

In the list of infirmities in which Paul chooses to glory ( 2 Corinthians 11:23-33), there is no
sickness nor blindness mentioned, but rather persecutions. He does mention weariness and
painfulness, but would not beatings, stoning, hunger and cold be sufficient cause for weariness
and painfulness?

After reviewing the list of Pauls sufferings and accomplishments, would it not require more faith
in the miraculous to believe that he was carried through all these things while suffering from
physical illness, than to believe that he was kept in health by the power of God?

God is not a respecter of persons (Colossians 13:25). His promises are YOURS! Let no man
beguile you. 

Believe the word of God, and not the traditions which have been built up around about it.

As the flame of your faith is made to burn brightly, no longer wavering, you may ask God
WHATSOEVER HE HAS PROMISED! It shall be done unto you!

 

CHAPTER 9

WHY MANY DO NOT RECEIVE HEALING

"If God still heals the sick today, why are so many good Christian people sick?"

Thousands of sick and suffering people in the world today would love to believe in the teaching
of divine healing. It would mean deliverance for them from much suffering and sorrow But they
dare not rest their case in the hands of God, and trust Him for deliverance, until this question is
answered.

Thousands more, who already believe in the doctrine of divine healing, are asking almost the
same question. "others are healed. I know that God does heal today." Why do I not receive
healing? Is God a respecter of persons?"

These questions cannot be ignored. God certainly has not ignored them, for we have the answer
in the Bible.

"There is no respect of person with God." Romans 2:11.

If Gods promises of healing apply to ANY ONE they apply to EVERY ONE.

"Is ANY sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church: and let them pray over him,
anointing him with oil in the name of the lord: and the prayer of faith SHALL RAISE HIM UP;
and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him." James 5:14-16.
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It has been explained earlier in this book, that divine healing is not provided nor promised for the
enemies of Christ, nor for those who persist in living in sin. It is our purpose here to deal with the
reasons that CHRISTIAN PEOPLE fail to receive healing. If you desire to be healed, and are not
a Christian, you must first find healing for your soul. Repent of your sins and seek God with your
whole heart. When you have repented of your sins, and believe in your heart the lord Jesus (not
just some things about him, but believe HIM, trust him, believe what he says in his word) and
have confessed him with your mouth, then you will be saved. (Romans 10:9-10.) Then you will
be born again by the spirit of God, born into the family of God, and eligible to ask in faith for
any of his promised benefits.

If you are a Christian and still have not receive healing, examine your life and your attitudes in
the light of Gods word. God has not shown respect of persons in your case, for that is contrary to
his divine nature. If you are still sick, there is a reason. God word will reveal it to you, if you will
diligently seek his face. When you find the trouble, correct it, and Gods healing touch is yours.
His is Gods guarantee, and do cannot lie.

The one reason that stands out above all others is lack of faith.

You may say, "But I have faith. I know God is able to heal me. Then why does he not do it?" Do
you believe he will heal you, NOW? You say, "I hope he will. I know God does heal today. Ive
been to Bro. -----s big meeting, and seen hundreds healed. But when he laid his hands on me I
didnt gent healed."

What you have IS NOT FAIHT. You have hope. you hope to be healed. You have
KNOWLEDGE. You know God is able to heal, and that He does heal. You believe what you
have seen. But you do not have FAITH. Faith is believing what you have not seen, simply
because God said it is so. (Hebrews 11:1) If you had faith, you would already y have been
healed.

A dear sister came to us with a deaf ear, which had been deaf fro many years. She said, "I dont
see why I dont get healed. I have as much faith as anyone. I have all the faith in the world.

We carefully explained to her that if she had real living faith to that extent, it would be
impossible for her to remain deaf, for real faith works. "Faith without works (faith that doesnt
work) is dead. James 2:20. Real faith is guaranteed to bring results for God is faithful that
promised. When she recognized the fact that she was lacking in faith, and humbly asked God to
forgive her for doubting him and to help her unbelief, immediately her ear was unstopped.

This is a thoroughly scriptural approach to God in such a case.

Jesus once said to a man whose faith was weak, "If thou can believe, all things are possible to
him that believeth." Mark 9:23.

The man replied, with tears, "Lord, I believe; help tho mine unbelief."

Immediately, Jesus first eloped his unbelief. His faith sprang up. He received the faith that God
gives. And the thing he desired became not only a possibility, but a reality. His son was delivered
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from Satans power.

An honest confession of doubt, coupled with a sincere desire to learn better how to believe, is far
better than a loud profession of faith that does not work. It is hard to deceive yourself in this
matter, and IMPOSSIBLE to deceive God.

Real faith is not hoping that God will heal you, nor knowing that he is able to heal you. It is
joyful assurance that the work is as good as done because God WHO CANNOT LIE has
promised - yes, even guaranteed - to heal YOU!

Many fail to receive healing because, due to erroneous teaching, they have been made to believe
that sickness and physical suffering is Gods way of bringing out the best in them, or of
developing the fruits of the spirit in their lives. They believe that they must be patient in
affliction, an wait until it is Gods time to heal them. That perhaps God is working out patience
and long suffering in them. Or perhaps God is chastening them for some unknown sin.

It is true that sin opens the door for sickness to enter, but all God asks is that the sin be confessed
and forsaken. The scripture in James 5:14-17 applies particularly to this case. God does not say,
"Is any sick among you? Let him patiently wait until God has finished chastening him." Rather,
Confess your faults one to another (Now, TODAY!), and pray one for another that ye may be
healed." The promise is, "The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up.
And if he have committed sins they shall be FORGIVEN HIM."

God is not glorified by the Christian continuing either in sickness or in the sin that caused it, but
rather by giving deliverance from both.

Patience and long-suffering are "fruits of the SPIRIT" (Galatians 5:22,23), not "fruits of sickness
and suffering." They result directly from yielded ness to the indwelling spirit of God. If in some
individuals they may seem to result from sickness, it is rather because the sickness had driven
that individual to give more attention to his relationship with the spirit of God that he did when
he was well. Any person who has observed sick people will readily agree that in other
circumstances the result of sickness is frequently less, rather than more, patience.

If God (who never changes) uses this method of teaching patience and log-suffering, surely at
some time in the earthly ministry of Christ, He would have said to someone who cried out to
Him for deliverance "Go thy way,.] Remain sick until you have learned patience. Then you may
seek me again, and perhaps I will heal you." But never once did He give such an answer. Not
once did He command any person who was well to become sick, not any who was sick to remain
so.

Both sin and sickness are the works of the devil.

God certainly has not ordained that the fruits of the spirit should be developed by the works of
the devil. This is the work of the Spirit! Christ was manifested to destroy the works of the devil.

Some may say, "This may not be Gods time to heal me. I will be faithful in my sickness, and
God in his own good time will heal me, should it be his will to do so."
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It would be just as well for the sinner to say, "This may not be Gods time to save me. I will be
faithful in my sin and disobedience, and if I am one whom God wills to save, surely he will save
me in his own good time."

We know that it is the will of God to save everybody, for he is "not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance."

Nevertheless, none will escape except they repent, for Jesus himself said, "Except ye repent, ye
shall ALL likewise perish."

The moment the sinner repents, salvation is his. He need not wait and wonder

if God will save him, for God has said, "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." I John 1:9.

This is recognized as sound doctrine among all who call themselves fundamental believers. Yet
many of them fail to recognize the fact that the same Bible tells them, "I wish above all things
that thou mayest prosper and BE IN HEALTH, even as thy soul prospereth." III John 2.

Health is Gods will for his people, conditioned upon the well-being of the soul.

All Gods promises are conditional. Salvation is conditioned upon repentance. Healing is
conditioned upon faith and spiritual health. But when Gods conditions are known and met,
HEAVEN GUARANTEES THE ANSWER.

"For ALL the promises of god in him are yea, and in him amen unto the glory of God." II
Corinthians 1:20. 

"For he is faithful that promised." Hebrews 10:23.

Many fail to receive healing because they do not ask definitely for the thing which they desire
from God. "Ye have not because ye ask not." James 4:2.

Two blind men were sitting by the wayside, and hearing that Jesus passed by, began to cry out,
saying, "Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou son of David." truly, they were addressing their plea to
the right person, but when their prayer is analyzed , they really had not asked him for
ANYTHING! Jesus asked them. "What will ye that I shall do unto you?" Matthew 20:32. "Lord
that our eyes may be opened."

Thus their prayer was made definite, and "Immediately their eyes received sight." Verse 34.

When you come to God for healing, state your need definitely. Gods promise is, "Whatsoever ye
shall ASK in my name, THAT will I do. John 14:13.

A man came in the healing line who was deaf in one ear, blind in one eye, and had rheumatism in
his knees. As he came, he asked for deliverance for his ear, which had been totally deaf for a
number of years. As prayer was offered and Satans power was broken he immediately received
his hearing. this so inspired his faith that he had courage to ask healing for his eye. when this
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prayer also was answered, his faith was strengthened yet further, so that he asked and received
deliverance for his crippled knees. There was no real new need in the man, nor any new
willingness to heal on Gods part. But as each need was presented definitely, God was true to his
word, and DID EXACTLY WHAT WAS ASKED IN JESUS NAME.

Often failure to make a definite request is due to a lack of faith. The beggar who comes to your
back door may say, "Lady , please give me something to eat. He is not sure he will get anything.
If he should get something, he doesnt know what it will be. So he makes his request indefinite.
But when you go into the store with money in your purse, to buy something to eat, your dont say,
"Give me something to eat. You say, "Give me a loaf of bread, and a pound of butter." You give
the grocer a very definite list of just the things you want, and the quantity of each. You have no
doubt that you will receive the things you ask for.

Just so, the person who comes to God believing that whatsoever he asks he shall receive, will
normally ask definitely for the things he desires. 

Many times, if we can persuade the person seeking healing to determine in his mind exactly what
healing he truly needs and expects to get, and to ask definitely FOR THAT HEALING, the
barrier to healing is immediately removed.

Many people believe that it is a sign of meekness of humility to say, after they have prayed, "If it
be thy will." This may be a trick of the enemy to keep you from having real faith to be healed. So
long as you are not sure it is Gods will to heal you, you cannot ask in faith, for never in the
history of answered prayer has anyone persuaded God to do anything contrary to his will! The
central secret of answered prayer is praying IN HIS WILL.

Those who feel they should say, "If it be thy will" quote as an example the prayer of Jesus in
Gethsemane, when he cried out in agony of soul, "If thou be willing, remove this cup from me;
nevertheless, not my will but thine be done." Luke 22:42. Note that he was not praying for
something which God had promised. He was not praying with a desire to change the
circumstances. And although this prayer was prayed by the Son of God hims3lf. IT DID NOT
BRING ABOUT THE CHANGE suggested in the prayer! This was never intended to be a prayer
to change things. It was simply the agonizing cry of a struggling soul.

How different was the triumphant prayer at the tomb of Lazarus. "Father, I thank thee that thou
hast hear me. And I knew that thou hearest me always. ..Lazarus, come forth!" John 11:41-43.

When we pray for healing, we are praying for that which God has already revealed to be His will.
(See chapter 3, "Is it gods will to heal you?") Why, then, should we say, "If it be thy will?

It is right that we should be concerned to know the will of God, and that when we pray, we
should pray in accordance with His will.

We read in James 4:13, "Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city,
and continue there a year ,and buy and sell, and get gain:...For that ye ought to say, If the Lord
will, we shall live, and do this or that."
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In this case, God has not promised, nor revealed His will in the matter.

But God has promised and revealed his will in regard to the healing of His people Therefore, we
need not say, " --- If it be thy will." Rather, let us say, "I thank you, Father, that you have
revealed Your will concerning this matter in Your word, and that I know I am asking in your
will."

"And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he
heareth us: and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him" I John 5;14,15.

The "if" in many prayers not only denotes doubt. It is used as a loophole through which may
hope to escape any possible charge of unbelief of unconfessed sin. If healing fails to come, the
person who prays thus can always excuse himself by saying, "It just was not Gods will to heal
me. He heals others, but although I am blameless, God has shown respect of persons, and
chooses not to heal me.

In the light of Gods own plain statement that he is not a respecter of persons (Romans 2:11), such
a statement might well be classed as a slander against God, or "charging God foolishly."

A lack of understanding of the dealings of God in regard to healing is the cause of many
remaining sick. The person who has already set a pattern in his mind which he feels is the only
way that God can or will work is in danger of losing confidence or of feeling that his prayer has
not been heard or will not be answered, when the answer does not come according to his mental
pattern. since healing can only come by faith, it is easy to see the importance of understanding
Gods methods of dealing, in order that faith may not be shaken.

Many people have been heard to remark that if God does the healing, it will be instantly
complete. The fact that this is merely mans theory, and not Gods constant pattern, can be readily
seen from the fact that Christ himself did not always heal in this way. Often, He did heal
instantly, and many healings are instant and complete today. But other patterns apparent today
were also apparent in the ministry of Christ.

A certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum, met Jesus and said to Him, "Come down
ere my child dies" Jesus said unto him, "Go thy way. Thy son liveth." John 4:50. According to
the words of Jesus, the boy was healed. The work was done. The case was closed, so far as Jesus
was concerned. the noblemans servants met him along the road before he reached home, bringing
him the glad news, "Thy son liveth." When the father inquired of them the hour when he began
to amend, the servant replied, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." Verse 52. Then
the father remembered that it was the same hour that Jesus had said, "Thy son liveth."

Note that the boy "began to amend." It would appear that although this boy was truly HEALED,
It was not an instant ,full restoration to his former health and vigor. Rather, the fever left, and he
was on the road to recovery.

Even so today, in many cases, the cause of the disease is driven out, yet some time is required
before normal processes of growth or convalescence bring about a state of full and normal well
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being.

Two dangers are involved in failure to understand this truth.

First, the person may lose confidence in the healing power of God, due to disappointment in
failing to be made perfectly whole as he had expected. The loss of confidence opens the door for
Satan to return and take possession again of that which had been taken from him (see Matthew
12:43-45), and even that which was at one time to having received a "partial healing," and then
in a little while are as bad or worse than they were before. (This is discussed at greater length in
chapter 13, "How to Keep Your Healing.")

Then there is the danger of accepting the partial deliverance as being all that God can or will do
in your case, and therefore failing to continue to stand against the devil by faith until the healing
is complete. If Satan cannot prevent your healing altogether, he will back up one step, and try to
hinder you from receiving ALL that God intended for you to have. Gods plan for healing is
COMPLETE HEALING, whether it be instant healing or convalescent type or deliverance

If you do not receive instant healing, do not be discouraged, but keep praising God by faith for
that which has already been done on your behalf. Not only for the improvement in your condition
which you may be able to feel, but especially for the stripes which He bore at the whipping post
in Jerusalem to pay the price for YOUR deliverance! And keep right on looking to Jesus until the
manifestation of your deliverance is complete.

As Jesus entered into a certain village, ten men who were lepers stood afar off and "lifted up their
voices, and said, Jesus, Master have mercy on us. And when he saw them, he said unto them.
God shew your selves unto the priest." Luke 17:13,14.

Jesus did not, there on the spot, tell them they were healed. But He did tell them go to show
themselves to the priest, which they knew they had no right to do unless they were healed.

As they started to the priest in obedience by faith, doing the thing they could not do unless they
were healed, although as yet there was not outward manifestation of their healing. "It came to
pass that as they went they were cleansed." (verse 14.)

This was not an immediate visible healing, but was a genuine healing by the power of God.
These men took God at His word, and His word did not fail. They acted their faith, while it was
yet not seen. As a result, in a very short time they SAW what they had had faith to believe.

If you will do BY FAITH, that which you could not do before, God will meet you. Jesus
frequently asked the bedfast to "Take up thy bed and walk." When they did it, they were healed.
Peter said to the man at the beautiful gate of the temple, who had been impotent in his feet from
birth, "in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." Then he took him by the hand
and helped him up onto his feet. Immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength, and he
not only stood and walked, but ran and leaped. Acts 3:6,7. Many today are receiving deliverances
in exactly this same manner.

A young lady came in the healing line who had walked only on crutches for four years. As se
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came, the glow of faith was upon her face. Before the minister could say one word to her she
beamingly handed him her crutches. She was fully persuaded by faith that she would need them
no longer. Of course, she went away walking without the crutches. God never fails to reward real
living faith. Another had come to the same healing line in her wheel chair. After prayer she was
commanded to raise and walk, without making one move in an effort to arise, she looked up at
the minister and replied, "you know I cant do that." And she couldnt , because she did not
believe, However, two night later, as she had been more fully instructed in the promises of God,
she did arise fro the chair, walked, ran, and climbed the steps to the platform. This type of
healing seems to have been one of the most prominent in the healing ministry of Jesus, and is
still in effect today.

Faith in God is more that faith in His promises. It is also faith in His commands. His command
need not always be a simple test of faith, as in the preceding cases. It may be a test of obedience
as well.

In John 9:1, Jesus met a man who was blind from his birth. Jesus met a man who was blind from
his birth. Jesus made clay and anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. Then He gave
him a command: "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam." The blind man did exactly as he was told.
"He went his way, therefore, and washed, and CAME SEEING."

The blind mans eyes were opened! When? When the man obeyed the command of Jesus, and did
what He told him to do Thus, we learn that healing may be down the road of obedience Jesus can
heal you in the same way today. It is important to recognize that this is scriptural.

The author has known of many cases where God dealt with certain individuals concerning
obedience, these same persons being miraculously healed as soon as they had obeyed Gods
voice. It is doubtful if any who stubbornly refuse to do Gods bidding can have faith to receive
healing.

In James 5:16, we find a command which God has given to many of those who have sought, but
failed to receive healing for their bodies. "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another that ye may be healed." Certainly there is a strong inference her that if one is unwilling
to confess his faults, these secret sins may destroy his faith, and hinder that person from being
healed. It has bee the experience of the author, both as pastor and evangelist, that some who are
prayed for, do not receive healing until they have first confessed their faults.

Many have wronged others and have been unwilling to confess that they have been wrong. it is
little wonder that with such a rebellious spirit, they cannot have real faith for deliverance. But
God promises that if these faults are confessed, both the sin and the sickness shall be taken away.

One day, Jesus cursed a fig tree because it produced not fruit. Mark 11:13. Apparently there was
no change in the appearance of the tree at the moment. but the next day when He and his
disciples passed again that way, Peter was amazed, and said to Jesus, "master, behold, the fig tree
which thou cursedst ins withered away." (Verse 21.) In this short time it had "dried up at the
roots,: and was withered away. Many diseases are healed in the same way. The "root" of the
disease is cursed in the name of Jesus. should it be cancer, tumor, goiter, or some other growth, it
must either pass from the body or disintegrate into the blood stream, and be carried away. It is
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easy to understand that the person could be truly healed, and yet continue to suffer some
discomfort during the time this process is taking place. The suffering may even be more acute,
for a short period of time, than it was before, as this dead foreign tissue is being separated and
carried away.

At this point, many fail to recognize what is happening, and cast away their confidence. They
give open testimony to the fact that they are not healed, and are even worse, and fear they will
die. All this fear, loss of faith, and acceptance of Satans suggestions in regard to the case, opens
the door for Satan to replace in your body the very thing which had been cast out by the power of
God. And so the healing is lost before any of its benefits are recognized.

Although many cases of cancer are healed in this way, the author has also known many instances
of cancer disappearing instantly.

God has set no pattern whereby He heals. Those who need healing must accept it Gods way. God
usually heals in the way that would bring most glory to His name. Accept it just as God gives it.
If it is instantaneous, shout the praises of God and go on you way rejoicing. If it is gradual, thank
God for your healing just the same, and look forward joyfully to the time when you will be fully
restored to health. If God has cursed the root of your disease, as He did the fig tree, dont let your
faith waver. Hold steady knowing that it is our faith that maketh you whole.

But if God has commanded you to go, to do, or to speak, do not think that time alone will mend
matters. Be obedient to God, and victory will come.

Perhaps you have had prayer for your healing once, or even many times, but failed to believe
God for your healing. You think that perhaps it would denote unbelief to come back for prayer
again for the same disease. We refer you to Mark 8:23. Here Jesus took a blind man by the hand
and led him out of the town. When He had spit on his eyes, and put His hands upon him, He
asked him if he saw aught. The man looked up and said, "I see men as trees walking." It was only
after Jesus had laid His hands upon him the second time that his sight was fully restored. Then he
saw "every man clearly." If you have had prayer and have not received healing, do not be
discouraged. Rather ,start over. Start reading the New Testament as though it were a new book.
Read and study this book, just as though you knew nothing at all about divine healing. You have
missed a point somewhere along the line. Just go back and start at the beginning, and be very
careful to follow Gods instructions in every point, and for you too, Heaven GUARANTEES THE
ANSWER.

The Bible teaches that we shall prosper and be in health, even as our souls prosper. yet we have
no promise in the Word of God that divine healing will give unlimited physical life to any person
in this present age. It is still true that "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after that the
judgment." Hebrews 9:27.

Some earnest teachers, preachers, and Christian people, in their great zeal for upholding the
doctrine of healing, have left the strong inference that if one should exercise sufficient faith, he
might never die physically.

The Word of God makes it plain that death remains an unconquered enemy. "The last enemy that
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SHALL BE destroyed is death." I Corinthians 15:26. A careful study of this scripture and its
context will show that while death will eventually be destroyed, that destruction awaits a future
time. The sting of death is sin. To the person who is saved from sin, death has lost its sting But
death itself is yet unconquered. Until Jesus returns and puts all things under him, death remains
the normal end of all mankind.

Some quote Romans 5:12-14, as proof that physical health can be ours indefinitely to the extent
that there should be no physical death. However, Paul was not here referring to physical death,
but rather to spiritual death. spiritual separation from God. One can be alive physically, but dead
spiritually. "but she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth." I Timothy 5:6. A careful
study of Romans 5, especially verses 17,18, and 19, will reveal that Paul was speaking of this
spiritual death, and not of physical death, for he says (verse 19), "For as by one mans
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous." If the death spoken of in verses 12 and 14 is physical death, then verse 19 should
read, "So by the obedience of one shall many be made immune from physical death."

It is true that physical health during our appointed life time has been provided in the atonement.
But the Word does not teach that any person can have such outstanding faith as never to die
physically, except in the case of those whose normal life span shall reach to the time when Jesus
shall come and those who are alive and remain shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air.

"The days of your years are threescore and ten: and if by reason of strength thy be fourscore
years, yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away." Ps 90:10.

After having given this general rule in regard to the normal length of life, God gives us this
pattern prayer. "So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom."
Psalm 90:12. According to this verse, even the most consecrated Christian should expect to come
at last to the end of his days. This will explain why some in advanced age fail to be raised from
their beds. Gods time may have come for them to go.

However, even if it should be the end of days for an individual, Gods word still does not indicate
that it is His plan for that person to die in agony and disease, but rather that His servant should
depart in peace. Luke 2:29. Disease is not necessary to bring about death. Gods pattern for death
is found in Psalm 104:29. "Thou takest away their breath, they die, and return to their dust."

Even when the time has come for one to die, there is scriptural example for the belief that in the
case of unusual faint, a limited amount of time may be added. Hezekiah was informed that God
had commanded him to set his house in order, for he should die and not live. yet in answer to his
pleading, Hezekiah was granted an extension of life for fifteen years. II Kings 20:1-5.
Nevertheless, although Hezekiah was healed an his life extended, when the fifteen years were
over, he still had to die. Divine healing does not set aside the law of death. Real faith can only be
based upon the word of One who is faithful. We can have faith for healing because God has
promised healing. But God has not promised that this physical life shall continue indefinitely.

Build your faint upon the Word of God. Search the Word to find the reason you have not been
healed. Bet rid of the reason. Then accept your healing joy fully in whatever way God may see fit
to give it.
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God may choose to heal you instantly. He may choose to let the healing be gradual. He may
choose to give a sudden manifestation of your healing, but at a time a little later. Or, in the case
of one whose time has come to go, he may deliver from pain and suffering, and yet take the
person to his eternal rest.

Lay aside our own ideas of how God is going to heal you, and accept the healing Gods way.
Believe God. Take Him at His word. God says healing is for you. God, who CANNOT LIE, has
said, "Believe that ye receive it and ye SHALL HAVE IT."

Do not cast away your confidence if recovery does not come immediately. Hold fast your faint in
the word of God. Stand upon the promise, and GOD GUARANTEES THAT YOUR HEALING
SHALL COME!

CHAPTER 10

HOW TO RECEIVE YOUR HEALING

On the Jericho road sat a blind man. His nave was Bartimaeus. He was a beggar. Bartimaeus had
heard how Jesus had healed the sick, opened the blind eyes, and caused the dumb tongues to
praise the Lord, but this was his first opportunity to meet Christ. When Bartimaeus learned that it
was Jesus passing by, "Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. Mark 10:47. Bartimaeus had
met with no opposition as day by day he had sat by the road, cup in hand. People never meet
with opposition so long as they suffer and are patient with their afflictions. But when one begins
to cry out to Christ for help begins to press his way through to victory - all Satan[s forces are
turned upon him in opposition. However, greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world .
Jesus said, "I give you power over all the power of the enemy." Do not be defeated. The Christ
within you is greater than the power of the enemy in the world.

Do not give up. Be persistent.

The moment Bartimaeus cried out to the lord for help, many charged him that he should "hold
his peace." They were trying their best to discourage Bartimaeus from receiving healing.

Notice in verse 48, the faith of Bartimaeus. He would not be discouraged. He was determined to
have his eyes opened. He knew that Jesus was the only one who could help. The more the people
tried to discourage him, the louder he cried, "Thou son of David, have mercy on me."

When Jesus saw that Bartimaeus would not be discouraged, He sopped, and commanded him to
be called. When they brought him to Jesus, He said to him, "What wilt thou that I should do unto
thee?" 

Bartimaeus replied, "Lord, that I might receive my sight."

It was then Jesus said unto him, "Go thy way. Thy faith hath made thee whole." And
immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

Had Bartimaeus listened to the people he would have been turned away, and never would have
been healed.
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God is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. One must not be discouraged. A real
determination to persist until victory comes is very important. 

If a person has prayed through to real victory before he enters the prayer line, nothing will
discourage him. He will press right on until he receives healing.

As the next step, REMEMBER CALVARY.

David said, "Bless the Lord O my soul, and FORGET NOT all his benefits." Psalm 103:2,3. That
is, "REMEMBER all his benefits." To be reminded of all Gods benefits, we must go back to
Calvary. The benefits mentioned by David include forgiveness of ALL sins, and healing of ALL
diseases. Not part of ours sins, nor part of our diseases, but ALL! Every sin, and every disease!
This is the benefit of Calvary.

Seven hundred years before Calvary, Isaiah looked forward to the cross. Upon that cross he saw
a man dying for the sins of the World. Not only dying - shedding his blood - for the sins of the
world, but dying with His back bruised and bleeding from the stripes which He bore that we
might be set free from sickness, as well as from sin. Speaking as he was moved by the Holy
Ghost, Isaiah cried out in prophetic utterance "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our grief, and carried our sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and with his
stripes WE ARE HEALED." Isaiah 53:3,4,5.

So then, at Calvary we are healed by His stripes.

Sixty years after Calvary, the apostle Peter declares, "Who his own self bare our sins in his own
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sin should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye
WERE HEALED. I Peter 2:24.

What difference does it make whether it be sixty years after Calvary, or nineteen hundred years
after Calvary? Time cannot change Gods eternal Word. The fact remains, that at Calvary YE
WERE HEALED! The work was finished there. All God asks us to do is to believe it, then
receive it.

Only as a sinner believes in Calvary for the atonement of his soul can he receive salvation from
sin. And only as you, dear sick suffering friend, believe in the stripes can you receive healing for
your body.

Jesus Christ shed His blood to atone for ALL sins. The sufferings of his body were not for that.

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things as silver and gold,
from your vain conversation received by tradition from you fathers, but with the precious
BLOOD of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot." I Peter 1:18,19.

"In whom we have redemption through his blood, and forgiveness of sins according to his riches
of grace." Ephesians 1:7.
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"For the life to the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an
atonement for your soul. For it is the blood (Not the flesh) that makes an atonement for the soul."
Leviticus 17:11.

Christ did not suffer in His body for our sins. He shed His blood for that. The stripes were for our
healing! David says so. Isaiah says so. Peter says so. Christ himself says that it is so. That should
b sufficient.

Thank be to God for Calvary! At Calvary we find atonement for the soul, but w cannot stop
there. That is merely half of the benefits of Calvary. The other half is healing for the physical
body.

Many today have forgotten His benefits. Many remember part of his benefits, but have forgotten
that part which provides deliverance for our physical bodies. So far as they are concerned, they
make the sufferings of Christ to be in all. Paul refers to this very thing when he tells us why
Christians are sick. "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep" (die
prematurely). I Corinthians 11:30.

The cause is found in verse 29. Failure to discern the lords body. That is, not understanding, or
failing to remember for what His body was bruised and broken. In this scripture Paul is referring
to the sacrament. Going back to the teaching of Christ on this same subject, we find that Jesus
took bread and blessed is and brake it, and gave it to the disciples. He said, "Take eat. This is my
body." Matthew 26:26. In verse 27, He took the cup, and gave thanks and gave it unto them
saying, "Drink ye all of it, for this is my blood of the new testament which is shed for the
remission of sins." He re Christ shows a distinction between the body and the blood. This
distinction is the reason that both the bread and the wine are included in the symbolism of the
sacrament. The wine symbolizing the blood shed four our sins; the bread symbolizing the body
broken for the healing of our sicknesses. Failing to discern the lords body (I Corinthians 11:29)
means forgetting half of Calvary. Failing to remember that it was by His stripes ye are healed.
No wonder so many were weak and sickly in the church at Corinth, when they had neglected the
provision God had made for their healing. And it is for this same reason so many Christian
people are weak and sick today. They have forgotten the benefits of Calvary.

Jesus last words on the cross, before He gave up the ghost, were, "It is finished." John 19:30.
What did He mean? He meant just this: He had borne the sins of the world, and carried its
sorrows. "Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses." Matthew 8:17.

Since Christ bore your sicknesses, you no longer have to be sick. You can be released from sin
and sickness by remembering that Christ finished your redemption ONCE FOR ALL at Calvary.

Now we are ready for the healing line. Ready to come believing that the moment hands are laid
upon you in Jesus name, and according to his word, your shall recover, for Jesus said, "These
signs shall follow them that believe...They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover."
Mark 16:18. Also remember that James said, "The prayer of faith shall save the sick and the lord
shall raise him up."

The next step is to recover. The moment that hands are laid upon you, go back to Calvary and
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claim every one of its benefits. Begin by faith to act healed. Do the thing your affliction kept
your from doing.

It is important for the person who is seeking healing to recognize the fact that the one who is
laying hands upon him is doing so under divine authority. Remember that this believer has been
authorized by Christ to loose you from you infirmities. Christ had given him power and authority
over your affliction. He is acting under DIVINE COMMISSION. Christ Himself said, "Behold I
give you power...over all the power of the enemy." Luke 10:17.

"He ...gave them power and AUTHORITY over ALL devils, and to cure diseases." Luke 9:38.

The man of God who is to bring deliverance to you has full faith in Calvarys victory over Satan.
He believes in the power of the blood to cleanse for sin and in the power of the broken body of
Christ to set you free from sickness. He BELIEVES, and God who cannot lie has said, "These
signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils they shall speak with
new tongues... THEY SHALL LAY HANDS ON THE SICK AND THEY SAHLL RECOVER!"
Mark 16:17,18. He knows that in the name of Jesus, Satan must retreat. By faith, he can bind,
rebuke, and command Satan to remove the affliction, IN THEIR NAME OF JESUS, and Satan
must respect that name! The victory at Calvary is applied in your case.

And then what do you do? Just BELIEVE. Just simply believe! Believing is faith. Faith is not
knowing that God is able. Faith is believing that God DOES . Believing it, simply because God
said he would do it, and you know that God CANNOT LIE.

"Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." Hebrews 11:1. Faith
is reaching out into the unseen, getting hold of that which is not, and holding on until it becomes
that which is. Faith is believing that ye possesses that which we cannot see, that which we cannot
feel. Though it is unseen and unfelt as yet, we believe it is already done.

This kind of faint BRINGS DELIVERANCE!

Believe, even though you are in pain. Believe even though you have tried to walk and could not!
Keep on believing, and keep on trying to act upon your faith. It is the believing that drives out
the pain, that brings your forth from your bed.

The unbeliever says, "Let me feel and I will believe.

God says, "Believe, and I will let you feel." Real faith is believing without being able to feel.

We are healed according to our faith, not according to our feeling. Feeling comes after faith has
been exercised.

Do not look for feeling, look for HEALING!

Faith for healing is believing absolutely that we are healed in spite of such things as weakness or
pain. It is simply believing that we already have the thing for which we prayed BEFORE WE
SEE IT OR FEEL IT. This is exactly what john meant when he said. "This is the confidence that
we have in him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hearth us, and if we know that he
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hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we HAVE THE PETITIONS THAT WE DESIRED
OF HIM. I John 5:14,15.

Then without waiting to see of feel, we believe that we have the thing for which e prayed.

"Faith without works is dead." James 2:20. In other words, faith that DOESNT WORK is dead.

Since real faith is ALIVE, it is ACTIVE FATIH. It works. It acts.

You absolutely believe that by His stripes you were healed. Since you absolutely believe it, you
begin to act on Gods word. Joy comes into your heart, as the realization of what God has done
for our sweeps over your soul. Faith always brings rejoicing. Then as you rejoice in your victory,
stand upon your feet! Rise up in Jesus name and walk! DO THE THING THAT YOU COULD
NOT DO. Leave your wheel chair. Throw away your crutches. Walk and run and leap for joy!
Speak Hear! See out of obscurity and out of darkness. Do it in Jesus name. Because you believe,
you are healed. You can and will do the thins you could not do.

ACT YOUR FAITH. Step out on the promise of God. Quit talking about your faith, and begin to
act your faith. If you have real faith you wont have to tell people about it. They can SEE your
faith. Four men brought a palsied friend to Jesus to be healed. They had faith that could be seen.
"And when he SAW their faith, he said unto him. Man thy sins are forgiven thee." Luke 5:20.

People who have real fait act instead of brag and talk. do not declare that your have "all the faith
in the world," when your are still sick and afflicted. If you have that much faith, YOU OUGHT
TO BE BRINGING DELIVERANCE to the multitudes of sick and suffering!

Do not say "If I can only believe." Leave the "if" out. Quit "trying to believe." Simply believe,
and ACT on the Word of God. "Be ye DOERS of the word and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves." James 1:22-25.

Talk about your healing. Talk about the goodness of God. Talk about Gods promises. Quote
every scripture promise of healing that you now.

Do not talk of failure. Do not speak of defeat. Quit talking about your doubts. Quit talking about
your pains Throw away your medicines. Speak of your faith in Gods promises.

Quit telling people what a wonderful job the devil has done of binding you with sickness. Quit
glorifying the devil, and testifying to his power.

Tell people what a wonderful work the lord Jesus has done, in making you whole, and driving
away the power of Satan. Let your testimony glorify God. We overcome the devil by the word of
our testimony. Revelations 12:11.

At this point someone might say, "But Brother Allen, I have pain." The pain declares that the
sickness is not healed. We care not what your pain declares, or what your feelings say. GODS
WORD SAYS, "BY HIS STRIPES YE WERE HEALED!" Which are you going to believe?
Gods word or your pain!
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Gods word declares one thing. your pain declares another. What do YOU declare? What is your
testimony? Here is what it should be: "BY HIS STRIPES I AM HEALED!"

Some might think this to be a lie, but it is not. Gods word cannot lie.

Many a time, after a person has gone through the healing line, the devil has some friend or loved
one standing close by, who unaware of the fact that they are helping the devil, will ask the
person, "how do you FEEL? Do you really feel any better? Can you hear out of that ear now?"

Dont let the devil make you talk in terms of what you feel, unless your feelings agree with what
God says. Feelings are good, if they agree with the Word of God. But Gods word is greater than
your feelings. If your feelings have not yet been made to agree with the Word of God, ignore
them. Refuse to quote them. Quote Gods word. stand upon it by faith. Tell those who ask, "By
His stripes I am healed.

You do not have to lie about your pains. This is wrong. It is wrong to lie. Do not say, "The pain
is gone," when the pain is still there. Do not say, "I can hear everything clearly," when you
cannot. If you feel bad, it is a lie to say, "I feel good." IF YOU STILL HAVE PAIN, DONT LIE
ABOUT IT! Just refuse to discuss aches and pains. Quote Gods word. His word is truth. Real
faith must be based upon the word of God EXCLUSIVELY. you are not to believe you are
healed because the pain is gone, not to refuse to believe you are healed because you still feel the
pain. That pain has nothing to do with your faith. Feeling is not faint, and faith is not feeling.
Faith is believing that you are healed BECAUSE GOD SAYS THAT YOU ARE HEALED.

If a person should say, "I believe I got healed because the pain is gone," that person would
immediately lose faith should any sign of that pain return. Surely he would say, "I thought I was
healed, but I was not. The pain is back again."

Faith is never afraid to take a stand with the word of God. "Let God be true and every man a
liar." Romans 3:4. If my own feelings do not agree with what God says, then my feelings lie. A
person who walks by faith ignores the testimony of his senses, unless it agrees with the word of
God.

Make this your testimony. "God say it is done. I believe it...it is done! It is finished. I AM
HEALED, BECAUSE GOD, WHO CANNOT LIE, DECLARES THAT I AM HEALED!"

This is the way to receive healing. Not by feeling, but by faith. If you do this, God
GUARANTEES TO HEAL YOU!

 

CHAPTER 11

WHO HAS POWER TO HEAL?

During His earthly ministry, Jesus healed "All manner of sickness and all manner of disease
among the people." Matthew 4:23.
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The glorious ministry of deliverance which was begun by Jesus was to continue through His
disciples, Hs followers, and believers.

Jesus called unto Him His twelve disciples (Matthew 10:1) and "gave them power against
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease."
Then He sent them forth "to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick." Luke 9:2.

"After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them  into every city and
place." Luke 10:1. He commanded these seventy to preach the gospel, but that was not all He
commanded the m to do. he said, "And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you." Verse 9.

At the close of this journey, the seventy returned to Jesus with joy, saying, "Even the devils are
subject unto us through thy name Verse 17.

Before Jesus went back to heaven, He left with His followers the mighty promise, "Verily, verily
I say unto you, he that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father." John 14:12.

Many preachers who deny the miracle working power of Jesus Christ in His church today admit
that Christ healed the sick, but declared that the day of miracles is past, and that the sick cannot
be healed by the power of God today because Jesus is gone. But He plainly stated that His going
DID NOT mean the end of miracles, but rather an increase in miracles.

His last commission to those whom He left behind to carry on His work (found in Mark
16:15-16) was, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these
signs shall follow them that believe: In My name shall they cast out devils; ... they shall lay
hands on the sick and they shall recover. " Matthew adds, "Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, EVEN UNTO THE END OF
THE WORLD." Matthew 28:20.

According to Mark, as soon as he had spoken these words, Jesus was "received up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of god. And they (the disciples to whom He gave this commission)
went forth, and preached everywhere, the lord WORKING WITH THEM, and confirming the
word with signs following." Mark 16:19-20.

This was in fulfillment of His promise in Matthew 28:20. Although it is indeed true that He is in
heaven, it is certainly scriptural to say that He is still WITH THOSE WHO BELIEVE AND
PREACH HIS GOSPEL, for He said He would be, even unto the end of the world! He is with
them, confirming his word with the same signs following, that are listed in Mark 16:17,18.

After Christ ascended into heaven, the church was born on the day of Pentecost. (Acts 2). That
church, filled with the power of the Spirit, continued the same ministry which Christ had begun.
We find in Acts 3:2, "A certain man lame from his mothers womb was carried, whom they laid
daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful.:
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When Peter and john came by, they said, "Look on us." Peter continued, "Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk."
acts 3:6. Peter took him by the hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength. "And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them unto the temple,
walking and leaping, and praising God." Verse 8. here we find the spirit-filled followers of Jesus
continuing the same glorious ministry of deliverance, even after Jesus had returned to heaven.

The people were filled with wonder and amazement at this mighty miracle which thy had
witnessed. They had thought, even as do many church members today, that since Christ Himself
was gone from earth, they would see no more miracles. Many of them began to ascribe divinity
to those through whose hands the miracle had been wrought. Peter, with rare but commendable
humility stopped them immediately, answering them, "Ye men or Israel, why marvel ye at this?
Or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this
man to walk...His (Jesus) name, THROUH FAITH IN HIS NAME hath made this man strong,
whom ye see and know; yea the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in
the presence of you all." Verse 16.

No man has this power IN HIMSELF. But it is available to EVERY BELIEVER. Christ Himself
used no power which He did not make available to His followers. The things he sis while in the
body were don as a pattern to those whom He left in the world to complete the work which He
had begun. (See I Peter 2:21-24). The gifts of the Spirit, listed in I Corinthians 12, and the
commandments of Christ to His followers, cover ALL THE MIRACLES THAT CHRIST EVER
PERFORMED. He used no power which He did not make available to His followers even unto
the end of the world.

Stephen was a deacon in the first church. But he was "full of faith, and power (and) did great
wonder s and miracles among the people." Acts 6:8.

Philip, another of the first deacons, went down to Samaria and preached Christ there. "And the
people with one accord gave heed unto those things which he did. For unclean spirits, crying
with loud voice came out of many that were possessed with them: and many taken with palsies,
and that were lame, were healed." Acts 8:6-7.

Twenty-nine years after the ascension of Christ, Paul was still healing the sick. (Acts 28:8-9).
Although Paul was not among those who heard the commission and promises of Jesus on the
mount of Olives before He ascended, "God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: so
that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed
from them, and the evil spirits went out of them." Acts 19:11,12.

Here, may we introduce a word of warning. The miracles of Paul became so outstanding, that
even some whose lives had not been purified by faith came to believe that miracles could surely
be done in the name of Jesus. (Acts 19:13-18). These had not made contact with Jesus
themselves, but knew him only as "Jesus, whom Paul preacheth." When they attempted to cast
out demons in that name, they were recognized by the demons as having no authority. They
believed what they had seen - the miracles which they had seen Paul perform. But they DID
NOT have faith in God. They did not believe that God would work miracles by their hands
because of his direct word to them. They did not prove their faith in God by believing his
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commands as well as His promises, and by living lives of consecration and holiness. Many
sincere people today have met with disappointment and discouragement because they have tried
to appropriate Gods promises without being careful to fulfill His commands. The name of Jesus
is not a charm. It possesses no magic. But it does possess power when used by those to whom He
has given His "power of attorney," the right to do business for him in his name. This includes all
those who truly believe and act upon ALL Gods word.

The early church was a powerful church, because the members of that church believed God.
They believed in holy living, because God said, "Be ye holy." They feared sin, because they had
seen sin revealed through the gift of discernment, and liars struck dead for their sin (Acts 5.)
They believed that they could do miracles in the name of Jesus because he had said, "The works
that I do shall ye do also." And because they believed God, God worked with them, confirming
the word with sings and wonders. God has not changed. Any church today can have the same
power, if they will meet the same conditions.

Twenty-six years after the ascension of Christ, the apostle Paul wrote to the church at Corinth,
saying, "For God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that MIRACLES, then GIFTS OF HEALINGS." I Corinthians 12:28. That same
church is still at work in the world today and will be until the trumpet sounds and the first
resurrection takes place, and I Thessalonians 4:13-18 is fulfilled. then the work of the church on
this earth will have been completed, and that church will rise to meet the lord in the air. As long
as that church, its pastors and members believe the word of God it shall continue, in the mighty
name of Jesus, to heal the sick and to perform miracles. Jesus declared, "These sings shall follow
them that believe...they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover."

Mark 16:17. then , gifts of the spirit, or the performing of miracles, or he healing of the sick, has
not been confined alone to a few chosen people in the early church, nor to a few preachers today,
but as long as there is a believer on the earth, miracles can be performed in the name of Jesus.

Nowhere in the scripture is the ministry of healing limited to any particular time, nor to
outstanding individuals. Even in the Old Testament, it was Gods plan that all those whom he had
set as shepherds over His people should heal the sick. "Woe be to the shepherds of Israel...The
diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye
bound up that which was broken." Ezekiel 34:1-4.

There was more power In Elishas dead bones (II Kings 13;21) than there is in some preachers
who are very much alive today. Although only one man was healed by coming in contact with
Elishas bones, still that is more than can be said for the entire life time of many today who call
themselves the shepherds of Gods flock.

If God was so displeased with the shepherds of Israel who did not heal the sick, what must be
His attitude toward the shepherds of His New Testament church, who having His commission to
do the works that He did, not only refuse to heal the sick, but criticize and persecute those who
do!

There was more power in Peters shadow than in the bodies of many of those who claim to be his
successors, in ministering to the church of Jesus Christ. (Acts 5).
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There was more power in handkerchiefs and aprons which had come in contact with the body of
Paul than in many great "fundamental" religious bodies today. (Acts 19:11-12).

Has God changed? No! The church Jesus purchased with His blood is still performing miracles
and healing the sick. Those who dare to believe Gods promises and stand on His word can still
IN THE NA E OF JESUS heal the sick. God has given those who believe AUTHORITY over all
devils and to cure diseases. (Luke 9:1).

Many will declare that only God has authority over devils and to cure diseases. In one sense, this
is true. But it is also true that god chooses to delegate that authority to His Son. Accepting that
authority form the Father, Jesus, during His earthly ministry COMMANDED demons, unclean
spirits, and diseases to depart. they recognized His authority and were obedient to Him. just
before He returned to heaven, Jesus delegated that same authority to those who believe in his
name. This gives the true believer the right to use the name of Jesus in making requests to god,
and in giving commands to demons and diseases. (See John 14:10-14). The purpose of Jesus in
making this arrangement was to provide for his work to be continued in His absence. When the
believer accepts this authority, and uses the name of Jesus reverently in this way, the effect is the
same although Jesus Himself has spoken, for God has chosen to honor such prayers and
commands. The believer has no power of his own, and can do nothing in his own name, but all
things are subject to the name of Jesus.

Those who attempt to use this name WITHOUT BEING QUALIFIED TO USE IT, by believing
an being obedient to Jesus, not only will find that no results come, but may be penalized for
"forgery," as were the seven sons of Sceva (Acts 19:14-16).

There are very few scriptures which refer to praying for the sick. In most cases a few words of
command, spoken by the one having authority, was all that was needed. Jesus did not pray for
the sick. He HEALED the sick, and COMMANDED THE DEMONS TO DEPART. Peter and
John did not pray for the man at the beautiful gate of the temple. They COMMANDED him, in
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, to rise up and walk. (Acts 3:6) Paul first prayed, then laid
his hands upon Publius father and HEALED him. (Acts 28:8). Demons and diseases are still
subject to the commands in JESUS NAME of them that believe. Since the day that we
recognized this truth in Gods Word, we have seen multitudes delivered from demons and set free
from all manner of diseases at our command. These cases include cancers, goiters, tumors, sinus
trouble, tuberculosis, asthma, heart disease, and many others. We do not claim that this is
evidence of a special gift, not of special favor with God. It is done IN JESUS NAME, and by the
authority which God has promised to them that believe.

Although, in the majority of cases, the word of command in Jesus name is all that is necessary to
bring deliverance there are also scriptures, which prove the necessity of prayer in some cases. If,
after you have gone through the healing line, hands being laid upon you and our disease
commanded to depart, you still do not receive deliverance, do not hesitate to take advantage of
the provision in James 5:14-16. Your failure to be delivered may be the result of unconfessed sin.
If such be the case, confess your faults, ask these trusted elder to pray for you that you may be
delivered from both sickness and sin.

When Miriam was stricken with leprosy as a result of her sin against Moses, she and her brother
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Aaron begged Moses to pray for her. He cried unto God, "Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee."

The true believer in the lord Jesus Christ is aware that God will not heal an unrepentant sinner,
nor and enemy of the Cross. He will not knowingly use his authority to do anything which Jesus
Himself would not do, if He were present in the body. Those who are still in bondage to sin do
well to first seek help in prayer that they might be set free from sin. When they have done this,
gods promise is definite. "the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the lord shall raise him up:
and if he have committed sins they shall be forgiven him." James 5:15.

Much sickness is a direct result of demon oppression. (Acts 10:38). Jesus did not say, "pray for
the demon oppressed and demon possessed." He said, "Cast out demons." Prayer alone will not
drive out demons. Fasting and prayer, seeking the face of God, and repentance from all known
sin is in some cases necessary to prepare the hearts of both those who need deliverance and those
who come in the name of the lord to bring deliverance, that they may be ready to enter the battle
with Satan and claim victory over him. but until those demons hear the word of command, given
by faith, in Jesus name, and by one who has authority to use that name, THEY WILL NOT
MOVE. They do not have to go, and they know it.

Jesus disciples once attempted to cast a demon out of a boy, while Jesus was on the mountain
fasting and praying. They knew the power of Jesus name. They had cast out demons before .
They were sure this one would go. But this stubborn demon refused to go. They were much
distressed by the apparent failure of the authority which they understood to be theirs. But they
were not content to say, "The time when we could work miracles is past." When Jesus had cast
out the demon, they inquired of Him, why they had failed. Jesus replied, "Because of your
unbelief: for verily I say unto you. If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed... nothing shall be
impossible unto you. Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting." Matthew
17:20-21. These men had been given authority over demons SO LONG AS THEY HAD FAITH.
When faith was allowed to become dormant because of a lack of communion with God, they
became powerless. Faith must be fed by frequent times of being shut away with God, with all the
demands of the flesh set aside - times of fasting and prayer - in order that it may be strong to
overcome the power of Satan and deliver those who are oppressed or possessed of the devil.

Satan was defeated at Calvary. But he refuses to acknowledge defeat. He yields only when and
what he must. The ground must be taken step by step. To be able to do this, the spirit-filled
minister today must have explicit faith in Calvarys victory over Satan, must live a life out of
touch with sin, must not be concerned with any personal gain, but stand only for Gods right
against Satan. There must be no un-crucified flesh in his life. Then and then only will Satan
admit his defeat.

It is surprising that some good people today desire to be able to exercise this power, yet reject the
source of that power, THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST. Jesus Himself did no miracle,
cast out no demons, until first God had anointed Him with the Holy Ghost and with power. (Acts
10:38; John 2:11). 

His promise to the disciples was, "But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you". Acts 1:8.
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If Jesus Himself would not attempt this work alone, and encouraged His disciples to wait until
the Spirit had come to endue them with power from on high before attempting this work, surely
those who would claim power and authority over demons and disease today should first be filled
with the Spirit.

The early church was a powerful church because it was a spirit filled, God centered, God fearing
church. The phenomenal growth of that church from 120 (Acts 1:15) to 3,000 (Acts 2:41) to
5,000 (Acts 4:4) to "multitudes" (Acts 5;14) can only be attributed to one thing. The
SUPERNATURAL POWER OF GOD WAS WORKING. The gifts of the spirit were in
operation. The church loved God, feared sin, and was FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST.

Only when God can find a group of people who answer this description today, will revival come
to this sin-blinded, human-controlled, self sufficient, Christ rejecting, pleasure mad, movie
minded, cigarette smoking, beer guzzling, drink and dope crazed, judgment bound world.

When the church again lifts its voice in one accord to God, as did the early church, when they
cried out, "And now lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all
boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that sings and
wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus." Acts 4:29-30, then will God hear
from heaven, revival will sweep our land as in the days gone by. Multitudes again will be saved,
filled with the Holy Ghost, and healed by the power of God.

God has not withdrawn the delegation of His authority over demons and disease from those who
believe Him, both His commands and His promises, and act upon their faith.

 

CHAPTER 12

SPECIAL MIRACLES BY HANDKERCHIEFS AND APRONS

"And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul so that from his body were brought
unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons and the diseases departed from them and the evil spirits
went out of them." Acts 19:11,12

Countless thousands are being healed today by the ministry of blessed cloths. God has made this
provision of the sake of the many that cannot get to us for help, that although we cannot reach
them and lay hands upon them personally, we can send them a cloth that our hands have touched.
This is Gods scriptural method of contacting them that are sick and bound and afflicted, and
cannot get into direct contact with those whose faith is strong, and whom the lord is using in this
ministry. As the ministry of blessed cloths brought deliverance to thousands in Pauls day, it is
still bringing miraculous deliverance now. Thousands of miracles are taking place today through
this simple ministry. Gods method of deliverance for those who are sick is still the same today.
This method of sending forth cloths form the bodies of Gods anointed ministers is still effective.

God has no respect of persons. Those who are sick should receive these cloths in faith. They
should follow the same instructions as those standing in the healing line. When this cloth is laid
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upon the body of the afflicted person, that person should exercise the same faith that he would if
he were in the healing line, and hands actually were laid upon his body. If he will do this, the
same results will follow in every case.

These cloths that are received in faith, bear the same virtue and power that the hands of the
evangelist bear. This is the scriptural provision that God has made for the countless thousands
that cannot attend the divine healing services that are being conducted over the country today.

If the blessed cloth is for yourself, do not place it upon your body until you have followed
carefully the instruction in this book. Then, and then only, place it upon your body in faith,
believing God for a miraculous delivery the moment it touches your body. If you are sending the
clothe to a loved one or a friend who is afflicted, you should take the responsibility yourself of
either instructing him perfectly in the way of faith or sending him this book, that through reading
it he may acquired the necessary faith for deliverance.

In writing the author for blessed clothes, state the kind of disease or sickness from which you
desire to be delivered. For convenience, please enclose self-addressed, stamped envelope. I shall
lay hands upon and pray over the clothe at a time when I feel impressed of the lord to do so.
Your problem or case will receive the same individual attention that you would receive should
you be standing in the healing line before the evangelist personally. You may write for these
cloths, addressing your requests to the dress in the front of this book.

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THESE BLESSED CLOTHS. However, all offerings are
gratefully accepted, and help to carry forward this treat work for God, as there are many
expenses involved in this work.

We would suggest that before you request one of these cloths for some one who is sick, first be
sure that he has the faith that God gives. It requires the same faith, whether it be the cloth laid
upon him or the hands of the evangelist. If you are mailing the cloth to your sick friend, it would
be well to enclose this book and your personal letter along with the cloth. I do not suggest your
sending this book with the cloth as a means for the sale of this book, but we do believe that your
friend needs the same instruction that you have received from this book. We are as anxious to see
him healed as you are. Please co-operate with us in very way that you can. Remember that it is
faith on the part of the sick person that brings deliverance as well as faith of the one who has laid
hands upon the cloth. Only by fait can anything be received from God. Where there is faith in
Gods faithfulness, GOD GUARANTEES TO HEAL YOU!

 

CHAPTER 13

KEEPING YOUR HEALING

God has not only guaranteed to heal you. He has also guaranteed to keep you healed. But like the
rest of God promises, this promise is conditional. God has told us in His Word, not only how to
BE healed, but how to STAY healed. Some have failed to realize that there was anything more to
do after they have received healing, and although God had really healed them, soon they found
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that they were not better off than if they had never been healed.

First let us remember that, while not all sickness can be attributed to demon possession nor even
to demon oppression, God is not the author of sickness. Satan is responsible in one way or
another for sickness. Satan is an active, crafty, intelligent enemy. He gives o ground except what
is actively taken form him by faith. And having given up ground, he is constantly on the watch
for an opportunity to take it back again. Jesus gave not only promises and commands, but
warnings as well. One of these is found in Matthew 12:43-45. "When the unclean spirit is gone
out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will
return into my house from when I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it EMPTY, swept
and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than
himself, and they enter in and dwell here: and the last state of that man is worse that the first."

When you have been released fro the power of Satan, whether it be from sin, from sickness,
demon oppression, or demon possession, it is important that the house which is your body shall
be not only clean, but occupied. When Satan moves out, the spirit of God must move in. Never
let the demon find your house empty. If you have not yet been filled with the holy Ghost, set out
immediately to be filled, and then STAY FILLED. Let the Spirit of God dwell in your richly,
keeping you, directing you, possessing you, and using you for the glory of God. Then Satan
cannot return.

"Neither give place to the devil." Ephesians 4:27. The devil cannot move in unless we give him a
place. Those who abide in Christ are safe from Satans power. Be so filled with righteousness that
there is no room for doubt. So filled with the Spirit of God there is no room for any other spirit to
dwell there.

Sin and careless living on the part of one who has been healed is an open invitation for the
unclean spirit to move back into the house from which he was driven out. Jesus warned one
whom He had healed, instantly and miraculously, in these words: "Behold, thou art made whole:
sin no more, lest a worse thin come unto thee." John 5:14.

Since the danger is not simply a matter of being no better, but even of being worse, when the first
demon returns, brining others with him. It is easy to see the importance of abiding in faith,
feeding upon Gods Word, keeping in communion with God through prayer, and of resisting the
devil.

"Resist the devil and he will flee from you." The Christian need no be in subjection to sin. "Sin
shall not have dominion over you." Romans 6:14. By faith, the Christian has power to refuse the
temptations of Satan, and his suggestions to sin. There is something more commendable than
daily repentance from sin, and that is daily victory over sin.

It is also possible, by faith, to refuse sickness as place. There is something better than being
healed "many times," especially of the same affliction. That is to get healed and stay healed.

If you ever receive healing for your body it will be by faith. you will also stay healed by faith.
Faith is joyful. The sick person who lacks faith is sorrowful because of his pain and sickness.
The sick person who has faith is joyful, because of the victory which he realized is already
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bought, paid for, promised, and on the way. He will be rejoicing and praising God from his heart,
regardless of what he can see or feel.

This kind of faith cannot fail to bring healing. Satan is aware of the fact that faith is his enemy,
and constantly goes about to destroy faith. Whenever you feel any pain which remotely
resembles the pain of your previous disease, Satan will immediately suggest to your mind that
you either were never healed, or that you were not completely healed or that your healing didnt
last.

If you havent heard from God for some time, and His promises are dim in your mind, you may
find it easier to believe Satan than it is to believe God. If you do, you may even agree with Satan,
and say in your heart, "I just thought I was healed. I am no better." Your heart will be heavy, and
your faith shattered. Fear will come into your heart, and the door is open for Satan to afflict you
again.

But if the promises of God are bright and clear in your mind, and you still believe that God
meant just what He said, you will answer Satan as did our lord when He was tempted, "It is
written." ( Matthew 4:4,7,10). "By his stripes ye were healed." I Peter 2:24. As your review by
faith the mighty promises of God, your heart will rejoice, even as it did when you claimed His
promise and received healing, and there will be a praise in your heart to god for His mighty
deliverance. Stand upon a promise in Gods Word, and praise God in the devils face. This is
resisting the devil. He never has and never will be able to stay in the presence of this kind of
faith.

Stay in an atmosphere of faith. After you are healed it is a mistake to go back into a "church
where the pastor and teachers do not believe in the miracle working power of God. God
describes these people and gives a warning concerning them in II Timothy 3:5, "Having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away."

There are a number of good churches, where the full gospel is preached, and where the power of
God is recognized and works for the healing of sick bodies as well as sin sick souls. Identify
yourself with one of these groups, where you can find food for your faith, and where you can
freely give your testimony for the encouragement of others who may also need deliverance.

Your testimony is important. Not only will it be a blessing and encouragement to others, but it
will help you to overcome the devil. Revelations 12:11. As you give testimony with your lips to
the truth and reality of Gods promises, your faith will increase, Satan will be driven farther back,
and his chance of again overcoming you will be lessened.

Resist the devil, keep full of God, feed on Gods Word, believe Gods promises, seek an
atmosphere of BE healed, but you will stay healed by the power of God. God has promised this,
and God cannot lie.

 

CHAPTER 14

THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR TESTIMONY
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As Christ entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers. They lifted up their
voices and said, "Jesus, master, Have mercy on us." When Christ saw them He said, "Go shew
yourselves to the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed." Luke
17:13-14.

However, only one of the ten ever returned to give God thanks and glory for his deliverance.
"And one of them when he saw that he was healed, turned back and with a loud voice glorified
God and fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks." Christ asked the one who returned,
"Were there not ten cleansed, BUT WHERE ARE THE NINE?

There should have been ten returning and giving God glory, in-as-much as there were ten who
were miraculously healed. Only one out of ten came to give glory to Jesus for his healing. What
were the other nine doing? The scripture does not tell us. But this Lesson does teach us what the
other nine should have done! They should have returned and glorified Christ!

Many people will attend service night after night until they can go through a healing line and
receive healing for their body and then never return to testify to the miracle, that Christ may be
glorified. There may be times when it is impossible for some people to return and give their
testimony. Should this be the case, then the person who has been healed, should write his
testimony and return to those under whose ministry he has been healed. How ungrateful and
unthankful many people are today. Many, by failing to write and send their testimony have
classed themselves among the unthankful and ungrateful.

Remember, we "overcome him by the blood of the lamb and by the word of our testimony".

Revelations 12:11. Testify to your healing in every public meeting possible.

Remember that when Christ healed the man at Gadarenes, Jesus said to him, "Go home to thy
friends and tell them how great thing the Lord Hath done for thee and hat had compassion on
thee." Mark 5:19.

If you have been healed while attending one of our campaigns or through reading this book,
write your testimony and mail it to us at the address in the front cover of this book, giving the
following information in the testimony.

Explain your past sickness.

Tell how long you had suffered.

If you had received medical aid; what was your doctors opinion of the case? Give all information
possible to prove your healing, such as doctors statements, photographs, x-rays, etc.

Were you healed instantly by a miracle?

Or was your healing gradual? If so, how long was it before you were perfectly whole?

This testimony is important. Not only will it be the means of strengthening your own faith,
helping you overcome Satan, and stay healed; it may be the means of bringing deliverance to
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others whom your testimony may encourage to also trust God.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

 

© Copyright 2002 by Paul A Allen & Family. All Rights Reserved.


